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19 May 2020 

 

Todd Whittaker 

c/-Taupō District Council 

46 Horomatangi Street 

Taupō 3352 

 

Tena koe Todd, 
 
WAIRAKEI CANOPY TOUR  RESOURCE CONSENT APPLICATION SECTION 92 REQUEST RESPONSE 

Thank you for your letter of 14 April 2020 requesting further information relating to additional 
matters raised in submissions and to confirm the status of the application process.  

I have discussed these queries with the applicants (Skyplay Adventures Limited and Tauhara North 
No. 2 Trust) and our response is set out as follows. 

1. CULTURAL MATTERS AND CONSULTATION 

RFI 1: Does the applicant wish to undertake any further consultation with iwi and hapū to address the 
matters raised in submissions, and if so, please advise of a timeframe for this consultation and confirm 
that the application can go on hold to enable this consultation process to be undertaken.  

The applicant has been consulting with iwi and hapū since 2015 regarding the proposed 
development. The applicants, and their representatives, are continuing to actively engage with mana 
whenua at the current time. As ongoing discussions are being held with mana whenua, the applicants 
wish to have a hearing date confirmed as soon as possible. This will enable a parallel engagement 
process to be undertaken. 
RFI 2: Can you please respond to the submissions that have referred to and identified cultural sites along 
the Waikato River which may be affected by the proposal.  

As stated in the AEE, no identified cultural sites will be affected by the proposal. This view is based on 
the results of the cultural assessment which was submitted with the application and supported by the 
on-site assessments undertaken by Perry Fletcher (a cultural researcher) as part of the applicant’s 
engagement with Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa. Based on these assessments, the applicants are confident 
the proposed development avoids identified cultural sites. In relation to potential effects arising from 
the proximity of the proposed development to Te Waiheke o Huka (also known as “Te Toka a Tia) and 



 

 

Te Tāhake Hukahuka, the proposed activity is approximately 75m from Te Waiheke o Huka and 275m 
from the base of the falls.  

Also, the applicants will add conditions including having cultural monitors on site and an accidental 
discovery protocol (attached at the end of this document). 

 
2. ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION 

RFI 3: Can you please provide a framework and programme for the ecological restoration works that 
may then form the basis of a consent condition?  

As noted in the ecological assessment submitted with the application, Wildland Consultants identified 
opportunities for plant and animal pest control work in the area of the proposal. This work would 
result in restoration of the area and an overall environmental enhancement. This is stated in the 
concluding statements on page 40 of Wildlands Ecological Assessment as follows: 

“There is also considerable potential for ecological enhancement and for increasing 
participant awareness of the importance of ecological restoration and caring for the natural 
environment. Minor adverse ecological effects of the proposed operation can be reduced to 
less than minor through mitigation. Intensive sustained pest animal control, weed control, and 
restoration planting should be planned and implemented. These works have the potential to 
create net environmental gains through improvement of the ecological condition of the site 
and improved habitat for indigenous fauna. Ecological restoration at this site will complement 
previous and current work within the Waikato River Corridor, such as that undertaken by 
Greening Taupō. This work should be an integral part of the ‘story’ associated with the zip line 
tour.”  

Section 12 of that report sets out the components of a restoration plan, including the need to work 
with other conservation groups operating in the area and the development of an associated 
monitoring plan. Subsequent to the development of this report, the applicants have identified other 
opportunities to expand the restoration work to a wider area and include an education element 
which includes educational opportunities for local schools. 

To reflect these important matters the applicants are proposing a condition that a restoration (and 
associated monitoring) plan be developed by a suitably qualified professional (e.g. Wildland 
Consultants) and submitted to TDC for approval prior to the start of construction. A suggested 
ecological condition has been attached at the end of this document. 

 
  



 

 

3. TRAFFIC MATTERS  

RFI 4: Can you please provide clarification of the access route to the zipline course as discussed within 
the NZTA submission? 
 
RFI 5: Can you please comment on the access issues within the SH1/ETA designation which are also 
raised in the NZTA submission.  

 

The applicants have been engaging further with NZTA and TDC in respect to securing a safe access route 
to Tower 1. The result of these discussions is that access is no longer being sought on NZTA land (with 
the exception of using the ETA underpass). The revised access route to the zipline is shown on the 
following access map. The applicant is proposing to develop screens adjacent to this access route to 
avoid any risk from spray drift from the adjacent effluent irrigation area.  

NZTA have indicated that they are comfortable with the applicants using the underpass beneath the 
ETA.   

 
  

The  information  displayed  has  been  taken  from  Taupo  District
Council's GIS databases and maps. It is made available in good faith,
but  its  accuracy  or  completeness  is  not  guaranteed.  Position  of
property  boundaries are INDICATIVE only and  must not be  used for
legal purposes. Cadastral  information sourced from Land  Information
New  Zealand.  Crown  Copyright  Reserved.  This  map  is  not  to  be
reproduced without permission of TDC.

© Copyright Reserved Taupo District Council.

Zip Line Access
map

Map Produced from Mapi
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Scale = 1: 4,000 (A4)
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13 May 2020 8:46 a.m.

Meters

Proposed Access Route
Proposed Screen
Potential second  Screen

Proposed Site of Tower 1



 

 

RFI 6: Parking queries 

As previously noted, the application shows 18 parking spaces which include two bus parking spaces. 
This number was identified based on a Traffic Impact Assessment undertaken by Duncan Campbell 
which concludes that the level of parking provided will be more than adequate for the expected level 
of activity. This assessment was based on an understanding of the nature of the proposed operation, 
including the schedule of use, group numbers and key user markets.  

In the response to the previous request for further information, a plan of the Home Base area was 
provided which identified additional parking areas that can be used if required. These additional areas 
are shown on the plan below. We have shown very indicative parking spaces for these areas as 
follows:		

 

• Area A has room for six additional parks 
• Area B has room for two additional parks and the depth of the bus parking would be 

extended. 
• Area C has room for at least eight additional parks, however two of the current proposed 

parks would be lost to enable access. A single row of parks is shown, however more detailed 
planning could allow up to 15 new parks in this area. 

On balance there is space for at least 12 additional parks, but more likely 21.  

The applicant is happy to consider a consent condition that requires the opening up of areas A, B and 
C on an incremental basis as required. This would be determined by the results of a regular survey of 
carpark occupancy at peak times for the first 18 months of operation. 18 months is submitted as that 



 

 

is the minimum time required to gain a comprehensive working understanding of how people will be 
travelling to the tour. 

4. FIRE AND EMERGENCY NEW ZEALAND SUBMISSION  

RFI 7: Can you please clarify the water supply and provision for firefighting to satisfy FENZ. Please note 
that Roger Stokes has advised that Bike Taupo has installed a fire hydrant on the water main outside 
the café (though as yet TDC have not received the as-built plan from their consultants) and this may 
offer a resolution to the FENZ submission.  

While these are Building Act matters, the applicant confirms that all relevant regulations will be met. 
Also, it is correct that there is a new hydrant located close to the proposed office which will be used 
for firefighting purposes. 

5. PUBLIC HEALTH ISSUES RELATING TO EXISTING WASTEWATER SPRAY DISCHARGE.  

RFI 8: Can you please provide an assessment of any public health issues and how these may be mitigated 
between users of the zipline course and the wastewater discharge?  

The applicant is proposing to erect screens at key locations to stop the potential drift of irrigated 
treated effluent to the proposed activity. The Zip Line Access Map above shows the proposed 
locations of these screens. This is based on the approach used in Hawkes Bay to stop agrochemical 
spray drift from orchards onto public roads. The screen will be constructed from a non-woven 
polypropylene geotextile (basic stats attached) which will prevent effluent and associated nasties 
from hitting the shuttles etc. This solution has been tested with Taupo District Council who are 
comfortable with this response as a means to address concerns raised in their submissions. 

6. STATUS OF APPLICATION  

To confirm previous communications, the applicants wish that the application is progressed to a 
hearing at the earliest possible opportunity. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you wish to discuss this information and assessment further.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Rowan Sapsford – Director 

Roam Consulting Limited  



 

 

Proposed Cultural Site Conditions 

1. Cultural monitors (chosen by mana whenua) will be present on site during key ground 
disturbance activities in case of a discovery of sites or artefacts of significance while these 
works are being undertaken.  

2. If the consent holder discovers koiwi tangata, waahi taoka, waahi tapu or other Māori artefact 
material, the consent holder shall without delay: 

a) Notify Council, tangata whenua and Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga and in 
the case of skeletal remains, the New Zealand Police.  

b) Stop work within the immediate vicinity of the discovery to allow a site inspection by 
the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga, Iwi and the appropriate advisors, who 
shall determine whether the discovery is likely to be extensive, if a thorough site 
investigation is required, and whether an Archaeological Authority is required. 

3. Any koiwi tangata discovered shall be handled and removed by tribal elders responsible for 
the tikanga appropriate to its removal or preservation. Site work shall recommence following 
consultation with Council, the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga, tangata whenua, and 
in the case of skeletal remains, the New Zealand Police, provided that any relevant statutory 
permissions have been obtained;  

4. If the consent holder discovers any feature or archaeological material that pre-dates 1900, or 
heritage material, or disturbs a previously unidentified archaeological or heritage site, the 
consent holder shall without delay:  

a) Stop work within the immediate vicinity of the discovery or disturbance and;  
b) Advise Council, the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga, and in the case of Māori 

features or materials advise the tangata whenua, and if required, shall make an 
application for an Archaeological Authority pursuant to the New Zealand Pouhere 
Taonga Act 2014 and;  

c) Arrange for a suitably qualified archaeologist to undertake a survey of the site.  
d) Site work may only recommence following consultation with Council.  

Proposed Ecological Restoration Conditions 

1. Prior to physical works being initiated the applicants will provide to the Council an ecological 
restoration plan for the section of the Waikato River Corridor between (but not necessarily 
limited to) Platforms 1 and 8. This plan will be subject to approval by the Council. 

2. The plan will be developed by a suitably qualified and experienced ecologist, to ensure that the 
proposed restoration works achieve improved ecological condition a net environmental gain for 
the site. 

3. The restoration plan will be for the tenure occupied by the development and address 
opportunities and measures to improve the ecological state of the subject area as generally 



 

 

addressed in Wildland Consultants August (2019) ASSESSMENT OF ECOLOGICAL EFFECTS FOR A 
PROPOSED ZIP LINE TOUR NEAR HUKA FALLS Contract Report No. 5077  

4. The plan will provide details on the following: 

a) Control of pest plants. 
b) Control of pest animals. 
c) Indigenous planting, including species to be used, eco-sourcing, planting spacings 

and management. 
d) Monitoring. 
e) Education initiatives 
f) Any collaborative initiatives identified with other entities undertaking conservation 

works in the area. 
g) Timing of the above actions. 

4. A brief report will be provided to the Council annually on each of the above activities for 5 years.  


