
Resource Consent Submission Form

Reference Number: REF200334983 Submitted On: 27/03/2020 01:30 p.m.

NOTES TO SUBMITTER:
The closing date for serving submissions on the consent authority is the 20th working day after the date on which public or limited
notification is given. If the application is subject to limited notification, the consent authority may adopt an earlier closing date for
submissions once the consent authority receives responses from all affected persons.

You must serve a copy of your submission on the applicant as soon as is reasonably practicable after you have served your submission on
the consent authority.

If you are a trade competitor, your right to make a submission may be limited by the trade competition provisions in Part 11A of the
Resource Management Act 1991.

If you make a request under section 100A of the Resource Management Act 1991, you must do so in writing no later than 5 working days
after the close of submissions and you may be liable to meet or contribute to the costs of the hearings commissioner or commissioners. You
may not make a request under section 100A of the Resource Management Act 1991 in relation to an application for a coastal permit to carry
out an activity that a regional coastal plan describes as a restricted coastal activity.

Please note that your submission (or part of your submission) may be struck out if the authority is satisfied that at least 1 of the following
applies to the submission (or part of the submission):
- it is frivolous or vexatious;
- it discloses no reasonable or relevant case;
- it would be an abuse of the hearing process to allow the submission (or the part) to be taken further;
- it contains offensive language;
- it is supported only by material that purports to be independent expert evidence, but has been prepared by a person who is not
independent or who does not have sufficient specialised knowledge or skill to give expert advice on the matter.

All submissions (including name and contact details) are published and made available to the public from our offices and on our website.
Personal information will also be used for the administration of the notified resource consent process. All information collected will be held
by Taupō District Council, 46 Horomatangi Street, Taupō, with submitters having the right to access and correct personal information.

Resource Consent Applicant Details

Taupō District Council reference number(s): RM1902070

Applicant name Sky Play Adventures Ltd

Application for: Resource consent

Submitter Details

Full name of submitter: Phil Battersby

Contact name:

Designation:

Contact phone number: 027 240 9121

Email address: phil.battersby@outlook.com



Postal address:: 8 Korimako Road, Waipahihi, Taupo 3330

Are you a trade competitor for the purposes of section
308B of the Resource Management Act 1991?

No, I am not

Do you wish to receive any further correspondence prior
to the decision being issued?

Yes

Privacy Statement:

Submitters are advised that the information supplied in written submissions may contain personal information within the
meaning of the Privacy Act 1993. By taking part in this public submission process, submitters have agreed to any personal
information (including names and contact details) which is contained in their submission being made available to the
public as part of the consultation and decision making process. All information collected will be held by Taupō District
Council. Submitters have the right to access and correct personal information. Following the submission period, copies of
all submissions will be available on our website.

Submission

The specific parts of the application that my submission
relates to are:

The story of that area to be told; The use of the existing
tracks & the opportunity to enhance the ecological values
and environment of the area

My submission is: In support of the application or specific parts of it

Please detail the reasons for making your submission: Generally, commercial development looks to create an
advantage by creating something new or different. This
application would be new and exciting in Taupo. However it
is in a very high value scenic area,with significant cultural
and ecological values. Consequently I believe this needs to
be of community benefit as well.
To enhance these values allows the community to be proud
of what is happening within its area, and thus
encouragement to protect and enhance what is there. There
are various groups already active in this area so to enhance
and support that is of huge benefit.

How is this provided for?
The applicant talks about community involvement such as
Greening Taupo, and Bike Taupo. A mention of Shaun
Vennell is also made. While Predator Free Taupo and
specifically the Waikato River Corridor group have not been
mentioned but I understand there has been some discussion
with them. These people and organisations are already
working vigorously in the whole area. How is the applicant
to be involved and enhance the good work of others?
The AEE has a cultural assessment, which outline the
cultural values and history of the are. There is a huge
opportunity to tell this story. I support this but it is not clear
how this might be successfully and sustainably put in place?

The application has operations very close to an existing
track from the loop road down to Huka Falls. Physical
activity in this area (ie Tower #2) could be detrimental to the



general slope, and the shared track.
This is also evident with the proposed use of a section of the
Aratiatia Track (ie Tower #5) on the eastern side of the river
for members of their tour groups. This track is also highly
popular with pedestrians and cyclists. It would be preferable
to separate this, and I suggest some overpass and separate
track as shown on my attached plan. The overpass could
form part of the story, if only visual

From my perspective cultural values are to be protected and
where appropriate added to a story of the area. This in
conjunction with the ecological and botanical values.

Alternatively, please upload document detailing the reasons for making your submission:

River trench submission.pdf

I seek the following decision from the Taupō District
Council:

To approve the application subject to;
1. The applicant bring the various user groups in this area
together - discuss and agree how the applicant is going to
contribute to and assist in the ecological and cultural values
of the environment for both the short term and long term?
A condition is required to ensure these values are ongoing
and protected.
2. That the commercial activity not involve the existing
tracks for their operation.
3. An over bridge be allowed in order to separate out the
existing track activities to the commercial one

Do you wish to attend the hearing? Yes

Do you wish to be heard in support of your submission? Yes

If others make a similar submission, will you consider
presenting a joint case with them at the hearing?

Yes

Delegation of functions, powers and duties: I do not request, pursuant to section 100A of the Act, that
you delegate your functions, powers, and duties to hear and
decide the application to 1 or more hearings commissioners
who are not members of the local authority.

https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334983/files/NtsEkm3sKvC449KVrZqQ0Reg5zcMpCYRTKwMpS2rHwzN
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334983/files/NtsEkm3sKvC449KVrZqQ0Reg5zcMpCYRTKwMpS2rHwzN
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334983/files/NtsEkm3sKvC449KVrZqQ0Reg5zcMpCYRTKwMpS2rHwzN
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334983/files/NtsEkm3sKvC449KVrZqQ0Reg5zcMpCYRTKwMpS2rHwzN
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334983/files/NtsEkm3sKvC449KVrZqQ0Reg5zcMpCYRTKwMpS2rHwzN








Wairakei Canopy Tour Resource Consent and Concession 
Application– Submission of Support template

From:

Ken & Shona Bleakley
bleakleyfamily@xtra.co.nz
027 4931855
101 Huka Falls Road

We support this application because

Location: The project is in an area that is not going to impact on local residents or 
businesses, it will enhance the environment with its ecological restoration work.

COMMUNITY BENEFIT: The proposal will support the existing work of the Taupō community 
to restore and protect the Waikato River Corridor. The additional jobs created will also be 
positive for the Taupō community and the activity will enhance recreation opportunities 
around the river. The partnership with Tauhara North No. 2 Trust will add an important 
layer of cultural insight to the project.  

SUMMARY
I support the development because the design is sensitive to the environment and 
consistent with the existing tourism and recreation activities within the area.  Project plans 
also minimise ecological, noise, traffic, landscape and visual effects. 

I DO NOT WISH TO KEEP MY DETAILS CONFIDENTIAL (delete as appropriate)
I DO NOT WISH TO MAKE AN IN-PERSON SUBMISSION AT A HEARING (delete as 
appropriate): 
I WOULD NOT CONSIDER PRESENTING A JOINT CASE AT A HEARING IF OTHERS ARE MAKING 
A SIMILAR SUBMISSION (delete as appropriate)

Ngā mihi / Kind regards

Shona & Ken Bleakley



Resource Consent Submission Form

Reference Number: REF200334830 Submitted On: 27/03/2020 11:29 a.m.

NOTES TO SUBMITTER:
The closing date for serving submissions on the consent authority is the 20th working day after the date on which public or limited
notification is given. If the application is subject to limited notification, the consent authority may adopt an earlier closing date for
submissions once the consent authority receives responses from all affected persons.

You must serve a copy of your submission on the applicant as soon as is reasonably practicable after you have served your submission on
the consent authority.

If you are a trade competitor, your right to make a submission may be limited by the trade competition provisions in Part 11A of the
Resource Management Act 1991.

If you make a request under section 100A of the Resource Management Act 1991, you must do so in writing no later than 5 working days
after the close of submissions and you may be liable to meet or contribute to the costs of the hearings commissioner or commissioners. You
may not make a request under section 100A of the Resource Management Act 1991 in relation to an application for a coastal permit to carry
out an activity that a regional coastal plan describes as a restricted coastal activity.

Please note that your submission (or part of your submission) may be struck out if the authority is satisfied that at least 1 of the following
applies to the submission (or part of the submission):
- it is frivolous or vexatious;
- it discloses no reasonable or relevant case;
- it would be an abuse of the hearing process to allow the submission (or the part) to be taken further;
- it contains offensive language;
- it is supported only by material that purports to be independent expert evidence, but has been prepared by a person who is not
independent or who does not have sufficient specialised knowledge or skill to give expert advice on the matter.

All submissions (including name and contact details) are published and made available to the public from our offices and on our website.
Personal information will also be used for the administration of the notified resource consent process. All information collected will be held
by Taupō District Council, 46 Horomatangi Street, Taupō, with submitters having the right to access and correct personal information.

Resource Consent Applicant Details

Taupō District Council reference number(s): RM190270

Applicant name Sky Play Adventures Limited

Application for: Resource consent

Submitter Details

Full name of submitter: michael cordell

Contact name:

Designation: Taupo District Council Wastewater Asset Manager

Contact phone number: 027 514 0388

Email address: mcordell@taupo.govt.nz



Postal address:: 46 Horomatangi Street, Taupo 3330

Are you a trade competitor for the purposes of section
308B of the Resource Management Act 1991?

No, I am not

Do you wish to receive any further correspondence prior
to the decision being issued?

Yes

Privacy Statement:

Submitters are advised that the information supplied in written submissions may contain personal information within the
meaning of the Privacy Act 1993. By taking part in this public submission process, submitters have agreed to any personal
information (including names and contact details) which is contained in their submission being made available to the
public as part of the consultation and decision making process. All information collected will be held by Taupō District
Council. Submitters have the right to access and correct personal information. Following the submission period, copies of
all submissions will be available on our website.

Submission

The specific parts of the application that my submission
relates to are:

Location of launch tower, assembly area (presumed) and
access route in proximity to municipal wastewater irrigation.

My submission is: Neutral regarding the application or specific parts of it

Please detail the reasons for making your submission: TDC operates a municipal wastewater disposal system on
land adjacent to the proposed launch tower, where treated
wastewater is sprayed onto pasture. Whilst the wastewater
is treated to some degree it still contains a high number of
pathogens. Therefore spray drift associated with wastewater
irrigation (aerosols) can present a public health risk.

TDC is in the process of renewal of this discharge consent
and conditions related to wastewater disinfection and
buffer distances are currently under review. It is likely the
treatment standards maybe increased, to include partial
disinfection of the wastewater, however the adequacy and
timing of this potential upgrade may not be sufficient to
protect public health at the launch site and presumed
assembly area which may be closer than the tower location.

The health risk related to developing this tourism activity in
proximity to the wastewater irrigation system does not
appear to be considered in the application.

The question I feel needs to be answered is, does this
activity in this location present a public health risk due to
proximity to the wastewater disposal site? Is that risk
acceptable?
Noting that TDC does not have specific expertise in public
health related to wastewater aerosols.

There is also the issue of reverse sensitivity i.e. Waikato
Regional Council may require that TDC increases buffer
distances or greater wastewater disinfection requirements



due to the proposed activity in that location.

Alternatively, please upload document detailing the reasons for making your submission:

I seek the following decision from the Taupō District
Council:

I would like TDC to ensure the applicant address the issue of
public health risk related to this activity in proximity to the
wastewater dispoal site.
What is the risk and is the level of risk acceptable?

Do you wish to attend the hearing? No

Delegation of functions, powers and duties: I do not request, pursuant to section 100A of the Act, that
you delegate your functions, powers, and duties to hear and
decide the application to 1 or more hearings commissioners
who are not members of the local authority.



 
 
 DOCCM-625774 
 
 
30 March 2020 
 
 
Taupō District Council 
Private Bag 2005 
Taupō Mail Centre 
Taupō 3352 
 
 
Attention: Todd Whittaker 
 
Dear Todd, 
 

Sky Play Adventures Limited – RM190270 
 

I refer to the application by Sky Play Adventures Limited for a land use consent to construct a zipline 
course over and along a section of the Waikato River between Huka Falls and the East Taupō Arterial. 
 
Please find enclosed a submission by the Director-General of Conservation (D-G) in respect of this 
application.  You will notice the submission raises some concerns around overlapping iwi interests, and 
the proposed enhancement and mitigation plans. It is the D-G’s view, that the concerns raised around the 
ecological enhancement and mitigation plans can be resolved in further consultation with the applicant.  
 
Please contact Nardia Yozin in the first instance if you wish to discuss any of the matters raised in this 
submission on 027 205 3129, or via nyozin@doc.govt.nz. 
 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Dave Lumley 

Operations Manager  

Turangi – Central North Island 

 



 
 

 
 



Form 13: Submission on publicly notified application concerning resource 
consent 

 
Resource Management Act 1991 

 

 
 

To:    Taupo District Council 

  

Name of submitter:  Lou Sanson, Director-General of Conservation 

 

Applicant: Sky Play Adventure Limited 

  

Locations:  Karitoto Road, Wairakei 

 

Description of activity: Establishment of the Wairakei Canopy Tour which will involve the 

development of a site office and associated parking area at 'The Hub' on 

Huka Falls Road and ziplines, including stations, cables and tracks over 

and around the Waikato River at Wairakei. The tour will consist of eight 

'stations' and five zip runs between these stations and will be developed 

over four separate titles. The project will also include significant 

ecological enhancement and restoration activities across the project 

site.  

 

Application number: RM190270 

 

My submission relates to: The whole application  

 

My submission is: I oppose in part the application.   

 

The reasons for my submission are that: 

1. The activity is proposed to take place on the Huka Falls Scenic Reserve and adjoining private 

land. The Director-General of Conservation (D-G), notes that there is a concurrent concession 



process underway, relating to authorisations for the applicant to carry out the proposed activity 

on public conservation land (PCL). 

 

2. This submission does not pre-empt any outcomes under the Conservation Act 1987 or the 

Wildlife Act 1953. 

 

3. In principle, the D-G is relatively comfortable with what is being proposed. Recognising that 

there are overlapping iwi interests (discussed below), the D-G considers that further work needs 

to be done to address overlapping Iwi interests over the site, and the certainty around 

ecological enhancements and mitigation measures.  

 

Iwi Interests 

4. The D-G recognises that the Huka Falls Scenic Reserve is an area of interest for several 

overlapping Treaty Partners.  These include: 

a. Ngāti Tūwharetoa Partners: 

i. Te Kotahitanga o Ngāti Tūwharetoa – Te Piringa Agreement  

ii. Tūwharetoa Maori Trust Board (Taupō Waters Trust) 

b. Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa (Tauhara North No. 2 Trust and land owners are members of 

Ngati Tahu and are in partnership with the applicant, Sky Play Adventures Limited).  

c. Ngāti Raukawa  

 

5. The D-G recognises that there are Treaty Partners with overlapping interests over the site. It is 

the D-G’s understanding that not all Treaty Partners are supportive of the proposed activities, 

and that there are still outstanding concerns relating to the effects on cultural values.  

 

6. It is the D-G’s position, that any issues relating to iwi interests over the site need to be resolved 

before any consent can be granted. 

 

Ecological effects and proposed mitigation 

7. The applicant has proposed weed and pest control activities as a form of mitigation. While the 

D-G is supportive of weed and pest control occurring, further information is needed to 

understand where the weed and pest control activities will occur, targeted species, 

methodology, and the specific outcomes sought.  

 



8. The application states that ‘restoration plans will be developed’. The D-G would prefer to see a 

restoration plan formed as part of the consent application, to enable more certainty in 

outcomes. 

 

9. The applicant states that fauna (birds, lizards and bats) monitoring will take place, but there is 

limited clarity on what monitoring will occur over what period of time. The D-G considers that if 

monitoring is proposed, then this needs to be clear in the application in the form of a 

monitoring plan. 

 

10. While Appendix 6 to the application’s Assessment of Environmental Effect does provide some 

further information with regards to the D-G’s concerns around ecological effects and proposed 

mitigation, this needs to translate in appropriate and effective conditions. It is the D-G’s 

preference that the relevant plans for managing pests, weeds, fauna monitoring and restoration 

are drafted as part of the application document so that their effectiveness can be assessed. 

 

11. The D-G is supportive of Department staff reviewing any of the draft ecological enhancement 

and mitigation plans, to ensure that they address the concerns raised in the submission. 

 

  



Decision sought:  

1. That the application is declined, unless: 

a. Ecological mitigation and enhancement plans are drafted as part of the consent 

application; and 

b. The overlapping iwi interests over the site are addressed in the context of s7(a) and s8 

of the RMA 1991. 

 

I do not wish to be heard in support of my submission. 

 

 

……………………………………… 

Dave Lumley 

Operations Manager 

Turangi – Central North Island 

Acting pursuant to delegated authority  

 

30 March 2020 

 

Note: A copy of the Instrument of Delegation may be inspected at the Director-General’s office at 

Conservation House Whare Kaupapa Atawhai, 18/32 Manners Street, Wellington 6011 

 

 

Address for service:  

RMA Shared Services 

Department of Conservation 

Private Bag 4715 

Christchurch Mail Centre 8140 

Attn: Nardia Yozin 

 

 



Resource Consent Submission Form

Reference Number: REF200335101 Submitted On: 27/03/2020 03:21 p.m.

NOTES TO SUBMITTER:
The closing date for serving submissions on the consent authority is the 20th working day after the date on which public or limited
notification is given. If the application is subject to limited notification, the consent authority may adopt an earlier closing date for
submissions once the consent authority receives responses from all affected persons.

You must serve a copy of your submission on the applicant as soon as is reasonably practicable after you have served your submission on
the consent authority.

If you are a trade competitor, your right to make a submission may be limited by the trade competition provisions in Part 11A of the
Resource Management Act 1991.

If you make a request under section 100A of the Resource Management Act 1991, you must do so in writing no later than 5 working days
after the close of submissions and you may be liable to meet or contribute to the costs of the hearings commissioner or commissioners. You
may not make a request under section 100A of the Resource Management Act 1991 in relation to an application for a coastal permit to carry
out an activity that a regional coastal plan describes as a restricted coastal activity.

Please note that your submission (or part of your submission) may be struck out if the authority is satisfied that at least 1 of the following
applies to the submission (or part of the submission):
- it is frivolous or vexatious;
- it discloses no reasonable or relevant case;
- it would be an abuse of the hearing process to allow the submission (or the part) to be taken further;
- it contains offensive language;
- it is supported only by material that purports to be independent expert evidence, but has been prepared by a person who is not
independent or who does not have sufficient specialised knowledge or skill to give expert advice on the matter.

All submissions (including name and contact details) are published and made available to the public from our offices and on our website.
Personal information will also be used for the administration of the notified resource consent process. All information collected will be held
by Taupō District Council, 46 Horomatangi Street, Taupō, with submitters having the right to access and correct personal information.

Resource Consent Applicant Details

Taupō District Council reference number(s): RM190270

Applicant name Sky Play Adventures Ltd

Application for: Resource consent

Submitter Details

Full name of submitter: Enterprise Great Lake Taupo

Contact name: Murray McCaw and Kylie Hawker-Green

Designation: Chairman and General Manager

Contact phone number: 0274443939

Email address: kylie@taupo.biz



Postal address:: Suite 1, 32 Roberts Street, Taupo 3330

Are you a trade competitor for the purposes of section
308B of the Resource Management Act 1991?

No, I am not

Do you wish to receive any further correspondence prior
to the decision being issued?

Yes

Privacy Statement:

Submitters are advised that the information supplied in written submissions may contain personal information within the
meaning of the Privacy Act 1993. By taking part in this public submission process, submitters have agreed to any personal
information (including names and contact details) which is contained in their submission being made available to the
public as part of the consultation and decision making process. All information collected will be held by Taupō District
Council. Submitters have the right to access and correct personal information. Following the submission period, copies of
all submissions will be available on our website.

Submission

The specific parts of the application that my submission
relates to are:

All of it.

My submission is: In support of the application or specific parts of it

Please detail the reasons for making your submission: On behalf of the Board of Enterprise Great Lake Taupo, we
are writing to submit in support of the resource consent
application for Sky Play Adventures Ltd.
Enterprise Great Lake Taupo is the economic development
agency for the Taupo district, and we are charged with
growing the local economy. Our strategic objectives are
closely aligned to those of Taupo District Council, in that we
wish Taupo district to be the home of competitive,
innovative and sustainable business.
We believe there are many significant areas of positive
impact that will realised if this development proceeds.
Our Board received a presentation from the developers and
we were impressed by the diligent and thorough planning
that was clearly demonstrable.
We are excited with this proposal to bring a new and
innovative world class visitor activity to our district.
We believe Taupo District Council should grant a resource
consent to Sky Play Adventures Ltd to construct a zipline
over and along the Waikato River, and for the home base on
Huka Falls Road;
• We believe this project is genuinely synergistic with the
aims and aspirations for tourism product development for
our district.
• We believe the site chosen, and the zipline path identified,
provides unique access to experience the might of the
Waikato River, in an environmentally sustainable way.
• We are impressed with the partnership approach shown
by local iwi, Ngati Tahu (trading as Tauhara North No 2 in
this instance) and we support their plans to provide training
and employment opportunities for young Maori in our



district.
• Whilst we are not experts in conservation, the developers
plans to build new walking tracks, undertake ecological
replanting and weed control are further benefits from this
project.
• We believe this development will be a catalytic activity
with regards to attracting new visitors to our district and
encouraging them to stay longer.
• Taupo district urgently requires development of new
tourism activity – we are falling behind due to lack of
investment in this area.
• Extending and enhancing the tourism offering in a wider
Wairakei corridor is an identified priority in your District
Economic Strengthening Study and in our Strategic Plan.
• This development will directly create new jobs and
generate GDP for our local economy.
o At a minimum of five FTE jobs, paying a median rate of
$45,000 p/a and using the standard 5x multiplier effect, an
additional $1.125m is generated for our local economy
annually.
o At the forecast 35 jobs created, we could forecast up to
$7.8m boost to our local economy.

We would like to speak to our submission at the hearing, if
there is one scheduled.

Yours faithfully

Murray McCaw
Chairman
Enterprise Great Lake Taupo

Alternatively, please upload document detailing the reasons for making your submission:

I seek the following decision from the Taupō District
Council:

Approve the resource consent.

Do you wish to attend the hearing? Yes

Do you wish to be heard in support of your submission? Yes

If others make a similar submission, will you consider
presenting a joint case with them at the hearing?

Yes

Delegation of functions, powers and duties: I do not request, pursuant to section 100A of the Act, that
you delegate your functions, powers, and duties to hear and
decide the application to 1 or more hearings commissioners
who are not members of the local authority.



Date: Thu, 26Mar 2020 2:43:00 AM (UTC)
Sent: Thu, 26Mar 2020 2:42:48 AM (UTC)
Subject: Resource Consent Submission submitted: REF200334619
From: Tech Support <businesssupport@taupo.govt.nz>
To: Tech Support <businesssupport@taupo.govt.nz>;
Attachments: REF200334619.pdf

Submission for Sky Play Adventures Limited  RM190270  Proposed Zipline received.

Submitter name: Fire and Emergency New Zealand



Resource Consent Submission Form

Reference Number: REF200334619 Submitted On: 26/03/2020 03:42 p.m.

NOTES TO SUBMITTER:
The closing date for serving submissions on the consent authority is the 20th working day after the date on which public or limited
notification is given. If the application is subject to limited notification, the consent authority may adopt an earlier closing date for
submissions once the consent authority receives responses from all affected persons.

You must serve a copy of your submission on the applicant as soon as is reasonably practicable after you have served your submission on
the consent authority.

If you are a trade competitor, your right to make a submission may be limited by the trade competition provisions in Part 11A of the
Resource Management Act 1991.

If you make a request under section 100A of the Resource Management Act 1991, you must do so in writing no later than 5 working days
after the close of submissions and you may be liable to meet or contribute to the costs of the hearings commissioner or commissioners. You
may not make a request under section 100A of the Resource Management Act 1991 in relation to an application for a coastal permit to carry
out an activity that a regional coastal plan describes as a restricted coastal activity.

Please note that your submission (or part of your submission) may be struck out if the authority is satisfied that at least 1 of the following
applies to the submission (or part of the submission):
- it is frivolous or vexatious;
- it discloses no reasonable or relevant case;
- it would be an abuse of the hearing process to allow the submission (or the part) to be taken further;
- it contains offensive language;
- it is supported only by material that purports to be independent expert evidence, but has been prepared by a person who is not
independent or who does not have sufficient specialised knowledge or skill to give expert advice on the matter.

All submissions (including name and contact details) are published and made available to the public from our offices and on our website.
Personal information will also be used for the administration of the notified resource consent process. All information collected will be held
by Taupō District Council, 46 Horomatangi Street, Taupō, with submitters having the right to access and correct personal information.

Resource Consent Applicant Details

Taupō District Council reference number(s): RM190270 - Proposed Zipline

Applicant name Sky Play Adventures Limited

Application for: Resource consent

Submitter Details

Full name of submitter: Fire and Emergency New Zealand

Contact name: Alec Duncan

Designation:

Contact phone number: 07 960 7259

Email address: alec.duncan@beca.com



Postal address:: PO Box 448, Waikato Mail Centre, Hamilton 3240

Are you a trade competitor for the purposes of section
308B of the Resource Management Act 1991?

No, I am not

Do you wish to receive any further correspondence prior
to the decision being issued?

Yes

Privacy Statement:

Submitters are advised that the information supplied in written submissions may contain personal information within the
meaning of the Privacy Act 1993. By taking part in this public submission process, submitters have agreed to any personal
information (including names and contact details) which is contained in their submission being made available to the
public as part of the consultation and decision making process. All information collected will be held by Taupō District
Council. Submitters have the right to access and correct personal information. Following the submission period, copies of
all submissions will be available on our website.

Submission

The specific parts of the application that my submission
relates to are:

Please refer to submission attached.

My submission is: In opposition of the application or specific parts of it

Please detail the reasons for making your submission: Please refer to submission attached.

Alternatively, please upload document detailing the reasons for making your submission:

Fire and Emergency New Zealand - Submission on Sky Play Adventures Limited.pdf

I seek the following decision from the Taupō District
Council:

Please refer to submission attached.

Do you wish to attend the hearing? Yes

Do you wish to be heard in support of your submission? Yes

If others make a similar submission, will you consider
presenting a joint case with them at the hearing?

Yes

Delegation of functions, powers and duties: I do not request, pursuant to section 100A of the Act, that
you delegate your functions, powers, and duties to hear and
decide the application to 1 or more hearings commissioners
who are not members of the local authority.

https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334619/files/v9uf6iR4rGhevFkO7rdsKh62JYZOaW4SPAscMQCv9uf6
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334619/files/v9uf6iR4rGhevFkO7rdsKh62JYZOaW4SPAscMQCv9uf6
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334619/files/v9uf6iR4rGhevFkO7rdsKh62JYZOaW4SPAscMQCv9uf6
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334619/files/v9uf6iR4rGhevFkO7rdsKh62JYZOaW4SPAscMQCv9uf6
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334619/files/v9uf6iR4rGhevFkO7rdsKh62JYZOaW4SPAscMQCv9uf6
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334619/files/v9uf6iR4rGhevFkO7rdsKh62JYZOaW4SPAscMQCv9uf6
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334619/files/v9uf6iR4rGhevFkO7rdsKh62JYZOaW4SPAscMQCv9uf6
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334619/files/v9uf6iR4rGhevFkO7rdsKh62JYZOaW4SPAscMQCv9uf6
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334619/files/v9uf6iR4rGhevFkO7rdsKh62JYZOaW4SPAscMQCv9uf6
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334619/files/v9uf6iR4rGhevFkO7rdsKh62JYZOaW4SPAscMQCv9uf6
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334619/files/v9uf6iR4rGhevFkO7rdsKh62JYZOaW4SPAscMQCv9uf6
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334619/files/v9uf6iR4rGhevFkO7rdsKh62JYZOaW4SPAscMQCv9uf6
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334619/files/v9uf6iR4rGhevFkO7rdsKh62JYZOaW4SPAscMQCv9uf6
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334619/files/v9uf6iR4rGhevFkO7rdsKh62JYZOaW4SPAscMQCv9uf6
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334619/files/v9uf6iR4rGhevFkO7rdsKh62JYZOaW4SPAscMQCv9uf6
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334619/files/v9uf6iR4rGhevFkO7rdsKh62JYZOaW4SPAscMQCv9uf6
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334619/files/v9uf6iR4rGhevFkO7rdsKh62JYZOaW4SPAscMQCv9uf6
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334619/files/v9uf6iR4rGhevFkO7rdsKh62JYZOaW4SPAscMQCv9uf6
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334619/files/v9uf6iR4rGhevFkO7rdsKh62JYZOaW4SPAscMQCv9uf6
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334619/files/v9uf6iR4rGhevFkO7rdsKh62JYZOaW4SPAscMQCv9uf6
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334619/files/v9uf6iR4rGhevFkO7rdsKh62JYZOaW4SPAscMQCv9uf6
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334619/files/v9uf6iR4rGhevFkO7rdsKh62JYZOaW4SPAscMQCv9uf6
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334619/files/v9uf6iR4rGhevFkO7rdsKh62JYZOaW4SPAscMQCv9uf6
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SUBMISSION ON A PUBLICLY NOTIFIED RESOURCE CONSENT 
APPLICATION UNDER SECTION 96, RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

ACT 1991 

 

To:   Taupo District Council 

Submission on:  Sky Play Adventures Limited 

Name of submitter: Fire and Emergency New Zealand  

Address for service: C/- Beca Limited 

   PO Box 448 

   Hamilton 3240 

Attention:  Alec Duncan  

Phone:   07 960 7259 

Email:   alec.duncan@beca.com 

 

This is a submission on behalf of Fire and Emergency New Zealand (Fire and Emergency) on a 

publicly notified application from Sky Play Adventures Limited for land use consent to establish an 

office building base and zipline course over and along a section of the Waikato River between Huka 

Falls and the East Taupo Arterial. 

 

Fire and Emergency oppose this resource consent application. 

 
Fire and Emergency is not a trade competitor for the purposes of section 308B of the 
Resource Management Act 1991. 

Fire and Emergency’s submission is:  

In achieving the sustainable management of natural and physical resources under the Resource 

Management Act 1991 (RMA), decision makers must have regard to the health and safety of people 

and communities. Furthermore, there is a duty to avoid, remedy or mitigate actual and potential 

adverse effects on the environment. The risk of fire represents a potential adverse effect of low 

probability but high potential impact. Fire and Emergency has a responsibility under the Fire and 

Emergency New Zealand Act 2017 to provide for firefighting activities to prevent or limit damage to 

people, property and the environment. As such, Fire and Emergency monitors development 

occurring under the RMA to ensure that, where necessary, appropriate consideration is given to fire 

safety and to the general safety of the public. 

The proposed activity should take into account the operational requirements of Fire and Emergency 

to adequately provide for firefighting activities in a safe, effective and efficient manner as required 

by the Fire and Emergency New Zealand Act 2017. This is particularly important for this resource 

consent application, as any development in a non-reticulated area increases the risk and potential 

effects should a fire occur. Fire and Emergency therefore requires certainty over the details of water 

supply for firefighting purposes, suitable access for emergency vehicles, and that the appropriate 

operational and safety plans are in place to ensure that such an activity has an on-site rescue 

capability that reflects best practice. 

mailto:alec.duncan@beca.com
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Roading and Access 

The site plan included in the application indicates that the proposed access arrangement for the 

home base site comprises two separate six metre wide entry and exit driveways on Loop Road, and 

vehicle crossings that are approximately 11m wide at the kerbside. The applicant has also advised 

that beyond the roading network and available carparking, an existing track network on either side 

of the river allows pedestrian and cycle access along the length of the river from Huka Falls through 

the subject area to the Aratiatia Dam approximately four kilometres to the north. 

 

Fire and Emergency are satisfied with the access arrangements for this site. 

 

Water Supply 

 

There is no indication in the application as to how water supply will be provided, however there are 

indications that an easement from Taupo District Council for water supply is required. 

 

Fire and Emergency therefore seek clarification as to how water supply for firefighting purposes will 

be achieved on-site and particularly, whether it will meet the requirements outlined in the NZFS Fire 

Fighting Water Supplies Code of Practice SNZ PAS 4509:2008 (Code of Practice). 

The Water Supplies Code of Practice is a New Zealand Standard which outlines the appropriate 

amount of firefighting water required in respect of the scale and use of the proposed buildings. 

Having adequate water supply on site will provide for the health, safety and wellbeing of people and 

the wider community, and therefore achieves the purpose of the RMA. 

Emergency Response Plans 

 

The applicant has indicated that the wider operation will operate as per an audited safety plan. This 

plan will be developed once a Department of Conservation (DOC) concession and other 

permissions have been granted and the operation is able to start. The applicant has advised that a 

copy will be provided to DOC for review. 

 

Fire and Emergency request that the audited safety plan, and any other on-site rescue capability 

plans are audited and approved prior to any zipline operations commencing. This is to ensure that 

the operator has an adequate on-site rescue capability that can be deployed within the 

recommended times to avoid potential suspension trauma and other injuries associated with the 

activity. 

Fire and Emergency seeks the following decision from the consent authority:  

 

Fire and Emergency therefore seek a consent condition regarding water supply for firefighting 

purposes being sufficient on-site to meet the requirements outlined in the Code of Practice.  Fire 

and Emergency also seek that a consent condition be imposed establishing a process to 

demonstrate that an audited safety plan has been obtained prior to commencement of the activity.  

If the Consent Authority is minded to grant the application, it is requested that they include the 

following consent conditions requiring the following: 

1. That upon the construction of any public building, sufficient water volume, pressure and 

flows be provided in accordance with NZFS Fire Fighting Water Supplies Code of Practice 

SNZ PAS 4509:2008 (or any replacement code of practice approved under s72 of the Fire 

and Emergency New Zealand Act 2017) and that this water supply be accessible for 

firefighting purposes; and 

 

That if water supply is to be provided by way of tank storage, this must be located a safe 

distance away from any building in accordance with NZFS Fire Fighting Water Supplies 
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Code of Practice SNZ PAS 4509:2008 (or any replacement code of practice approved 

under s72 of the Fire and Emergency New Zealand Act 2017). 

Advice note:  
 

Should the applicant determine that an alternative water source cannot be accessed for 

firefighting purposes for the development or does not have sufficient capacity or pressure in 

accordance with the New Zealand Fire Service Fire Fighting Water Supplies Code of 

Practice SNZPAS 4509:2008, consultation and agreement on an alternative supply such as 

water sprinklers will need to be sought from Fire and Emergency New Zealand and 

evidence of this agreement provided to Taupo District Council for its consideration and 

agreement when determining whether the consent notice relating to the Code of Practice 

has been satisfied. 

 

2. An audited safety plan shall be developed in accordance with the Health and Safety at 

Work Act 2015. Once the auditor is satisfied that the safety plan is complete, the consent 

holder shall provide a copy of the letter or certificate to Taupo District Council and the 

Department of Conservation, prior to operations commencing. 
 

Fire and Emergency wish to be heard in support of their submission. If others make a similar 

submission, Fire and Emergency will consider presenting a joint case with them at the 

hearing. 

 
 

  

 ………………………………… 

(Signature of person authorised to 

sign on behalf of Fire and 

Emergency New Zealand) 

27/03/2020              

…………………………… 

 Date 

Title and address for service of person  

making submission: 

 

Fire and Emergency New Zealand 

c/o Beca Limited 

 

Attention:  Alec Duncan   

Address: Beca Limited 

PO Box 448 

Hamilton  

 



Resource Consent Submission Form

Reference Number: REF200334738 Submitted On: 26/03/2020 11:55 p.m.

NOTES TO SUBMITTER:
The closing date for serving submissions on the consent authority is the 20th working day after the date on which public or limited
notification is given. If the application is subject to limited notification, the consent authority may adopt an earlier closing date for
submissions once the consent authority receives responses from all affected persons.

You must serve a copy of your submission on the applicant as soon as is reasonably practicable after you have served your submission on
the consent authority.

If you are a trade competitor, your right to make a submission may be limited by the trade competition provisions in Part 11A of the
Resource Management Act 1991.

If you make a request under section 100A of the Resource Management Act 1991, you must do so in writing no later than 5 working days
after the close of submissions and you may be liable to meet or contribute to the costs of the hearings commissioner or commissioners. You
may not make a request under section 100A of the Resource Management Act 1991 in relation to an application for a coastal permit to carry
out an activity that a regional coastal plan describes as a restricted coastal activity.

Please note that your submission (or part of your submission) may be struck out if the authority is satisfied that at least 1 of the following
applies to the submission (or part of the submission):
- it is frivolous or vexatious;
- it discloses no reasonable or relevant case;
- it would be an abuse of the hearing process to allow the submission (or the part) to be taken further;
- it contains offensive language;
- it is supported only by material that purports to be independent expert evidence, but has been prepared by a person who is not
independent or who does not have sufficient specialised knowledge or skill to give expert advice on the matter.

All submissions (including name and contact details) are published and made available to the public from our offices and on our website.
Personal information will also be used for the administration of the notified resource consent process. All information collected will be held
by Taupō District Council, 46 Horomatangi Street, Taupō, with submitters having the right to access and correct personal information.

Resource Consent Applicant Details

Taupō District Council reference number(s): RM190270

Applicant name Sky Play Adventures

Application for: Resource consent

Submitter Details

Full name of submitter: Natalie Haines

Contact name:

Designation:

Contact phone number: 0272283905

Email address: nat.haines@gmail.com



Postal address:: 1 Michaels Way, RD 3, Taupo 3379

Are you a trade competitor for the purposes of section
308B of the Resource Management Act 1991?

No, I am not

Do you wish to receive any further correspondence prior
to the decision being issued?

No

Privacy Statement:

Submitters are advised that the information supplied in written submissions may contain personal information within the
meaning of the Privacy Act 1993. By taking part in this public submission process, submitters have agreed to any personal
information (including names and contact details) which is contained in their submission being made available to the
public as part of the consultation and decision making process. All information collected will be held by Taupō District
Council. Submitters have the right to access and correct personal information. Following the submission period, copies of
all submissions will be available on our website.

Submission

The specific parts of the application that my submission
relates to are:

General economic and environmental benefits.

My submission is: In support of the application or specific parts of it

Please detail the reasons for making your submission: ECONOMIC BENEFITS

The Ecotour will add another iconic tourist offering to the
local and international tourism market. The proposed
development will create jobs and provide employment
training to locals. It will also increase the breadth of tourism
offerings in the area, particularly given it operates in winter
and summer, therefore attracting a wider range of visitors
and creating a stronger year-round destination. Working
alongside Tauhara North No. 2 Trust is another real positive
in terms of job creation and sharing.

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS

The environmental benefits cannot be ignored and outway
the environmental impacts of this project. The project
proposal includes significant ecological restoration work
including 7.25 hectares of weed removal and native
planting, and 7kms of trapping lines for pest control. This
programme compliments existing programmes (such as
those being run by Greening Taupo, WCEET, WRA) to restore
the Waikato River Corridor with native trees and birdsong,
particularly between Aratiatia and Taupo township.

Alternatively, please upload document detailing the reasons for making your submission:



I seek the following decision from the Taupō District
Council:

Proceed with the proposed development.

Do you wish to attend the hearing? No

Delegation of functions, powers and duties: I request*, pursuant to section 100A of the Act, that you
delegate your functions, powers, and duties to hear and
decide the application to 1 or more hearings commissioners
who are not members of the local authority (please refer to
the Notes to Submitter on Step 1).



Date: Mon, 16Mar 2020 12:24:37 AM (UTC)
Sent: Mon, 16Mar 2020 12:24:21 AM (UTC)
Subject: Resource Consent Submission submitted: REF200325001
From: Tech Support <businesssupport@taupo.govt.nz>
To: Tech Support <businesssupport@taupo.govt.nz>;
Attachments: REF200325001.pdf

Submission for Sky Play Adventures Ltd.  RM190270 received.

Submitter name: Richard Hoadley



Resource Consent Submission Form

Reference Number: REF200325001 Submitted On: 16/03/2020 01:24 p.m.

NOTES TO SUBMITTER:
The closing date for serving submissions on the consent authority is the 20th working day after the date on which public or limited
notification is given. If the application is subject to limited notification, the consent authority may adopt an earlier closing date for
submissions once the consent authority receives responses from all affected persons.

You must serve a copy of your submission on the applicant as soon as is reasonably practicable after you have served your submission on
the consent authority.

If you are a trade competitor, your right to make a submission may be limited by the trade competition provisions in Part 11A of the
Resource Management Act 1991.

If you make a request under section 100A of the Resource Management Act 1991, you must do so in writing no later than 5 working days
after the close of submissions and you may be liable to meet or contribute to the costs of the hearings commissioner or commissioners. You
may not make a request under section 100A of the Resource Management Act 1991 in relation to an application for a coastal permit to carry
out an activity that a regional coastal plan describes as a restricted coastal activity.

Please note that your submission (or part of your submission) may be struck out if the authority is satisfied that at least 1 of the following
applies to the submission (or part of the submission):
- it is frivolous or vexatious;
- it discloses no reasonable or relevant case;
- it would be an abuse of the hearing process to allow the submission (or the part) to be taken further;
- it contains offensive language;
- it is supported only by material that purports to be independent expert evidence, but has been prepared by a person who is not
independent or who does not have sufficient specialised knowledge or skill to give expert advice on the matter.

All submissions (including name and contact details) are published and made available to the public from our offices and on our website.
Personal information will also be used for the administration of the notified resource consent process. All information collected will be held
by Taupō District Council, 46 Horomatangi Street, Taupō, with submitters having the right to access and correct personal information.

Resource Consent Applicant Details

Taupō District Council reference number(s): RM190270

Applicant name Sky Play Adventures Ltd.

Application for: Resource consent

Submitter Details

Full name of submitter: Richard Hoadley

Contact name:

Designation:

Contact phone number: 3768939

Email address: hoadsintaupo@gmail.com



Postal address:: 36 Stanley Street, Wharewaka, Taupo 3330

Are you a trade competitor for the purposes of section
308B of the Resource Management Act 1991?

No, I am not

Do you wish to receive any further correspondence prior
to the decision being issued?

Yes

Privacy Statement:

Submitters are advised that the information supplied in written submissions may contain personal information within the
meaning of the Privacy Act 1993. By taking part in this public submission process, submitters have agreed to any personal
information (including names and contact details) which is contained in their submission being made available to the
public as part of the consultation and decision making process. All information collected will be held by Taupō District
Council. Submitters have the right to access and correct personal information. Following the submission period, copies of
all submissions will be available on our website.

Submission

The specific parts of the application that my submission
relates to are:

costs by the ratepayers of Taupo District

My submission is: Neutral regarding the application or specific parts of it

Please detail the reasons for making your submission: The Mayor has advised that "The zipline resource consent
application, the full costs of processing the application (up
to Councils decision) will be covered by the applicant."
Refer also the attached submission

Alternatively, please upload document detailing the reasons for making your submission:

Zipline 2020.doc

I seek the following decision from the Taupō District
Council:

Council must make provision please to ensure;
* Sky Play Adventures Ltd pay for all costs associated with
the consent application.
* The Taupo District ratepayers must not be exposed to fund
any or all of the disposal costs, at some future date.

Do you wish to attend the hearing? No

Delegation of functions, powers and duties: I request*, pursuant to section 100A of the Act, that you
delegate your functions, powers, and duties to hear and
decide the application to 1 or more hearings commissioners
who are not members of the local authority (please refer to
the Notes to Submitter on Step 1).

https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200325001/files/82h1sNnqlk1nHY7uJUgzghWrU5I4g1eQtvhqCwhv4c82
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200325001/files/82h1sNnqlk1nHY7uJUgzghWrU5I4g1eQtvhqCwhv4c82
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200325001/files/82h1sNnqlk1nHY7uJUgzghWrU5I4g1eQtvhqCwhv4c82


Resource Consent Submission Form

Reference Number: REF200325001 Submitted On: 16/03/2020 01:24 p.m.

NOTES TO SUBMITTER:
The closing date for serving submissions on the consent authority is the 20th working day after the date on which public or limited
notification is given. If the application is subject to limited notification, the consent authority may adopt an earlier closing date for
submissions once the consent authority receives responses from all affected persons.

You must serve a copy of your submission on the applicant as soon as is reasonably practicable after you have served your submission on
the consent authority.

If you are a trade competitor, your right to make a submission may be limited by the trade competition provisions in Part 11A of the
Resource Management Act 1991.

If you make a request under section 100A of the Resource Management Act 1991, you must do so in writing no later than 5 working days
after the close of submissions and you may be liable to meet or contribute to the costs of the hearings commissioner or commissioners. You
may not make a request under section 100A of the Resource Management Act 1991 in relation to an application for a coastal permit to carry
out an activity that a regional coastal plan describes as a restricted coastal activity.

Please note that your submission (or part of your submission) may be struck out if the authority is satisfied that at least 1 of the following
applies to the submission (or part of the submission):
- it is frivolous or vexatious;
- it discloses no reasonable or relevant case;
- it would be an abuse of the hearing process to allow the submission (or the part) to be taken further;
- it contains offensive language;
- it is supported only by material that purports to be independent expert evidence, but has been prepared by a person who is not
independent or who does not have sufficient specialised knowledge or skill to give expert advice on the matter.

All submissions (including name and contact details) are published and made available to the public from our offices and on our website.
Personal information will also be used for the administration of the notified resource consent process. All information collected will be held
by Taupō District Council, 46 Horomatangi Street, Taupō, with submitters having the right to access and correct personal information.

Resource Consent Applicant Details

Taupō District Council reference number(s): RM190270

Applicant name Sky Play Adventures Ltd.

Application for: Resource consent

Submitter Details

Full name of submitter: Richard Hoadley

Contact name:

Designation:

Contact phone number: 3768939

Email address: hoadsintaupo@gmail.com



Postal address:: 36 Stanley Street, Wharewaka, Taupo 3330

Are you a trade competitor for the purposes of section
308B of the Resource Management Act 1991?

No, I am not

Do you wish to receive any further correspondence prior
to the decision being issued?

Yes

Privacy Statement:

Submitters are advised that the information supplied in written submissions may contain personal information within the
meaning of the Privacy Act 1993. By taking part in this public submission process, submitters have agreed to any personal
information (including names and contact details) which is contained in their submission being made available to the
public as part of the consultation and decision making process. All information collected will be held by Taupō District
Council. Submitters have the right to access and correct personal information. Following the submission period, copies of
all submissions will be available on our website.

Submission

The specific parts of the application that my submission
relates to are:

costs by the ratepayers of Taupo District

My submission is: Neutral regarding the application or specific parts of it

Please detail the reasons for making your submission: The Mayor has advised that "The zipline resource consent
application, the full costs of processing the application (up
to Councils decision) will be covered by the applicant."
Refer also the attached submission

Alternatively, please upload document detailing the reasons for making your submission:

Zipline 2020.doc

I seek the following decision from the Taupō District
Council:

Council must make provision please to ensure;
* Sky Play Adventures Ltd pay for all costs associated with
the consent application.
* The Taupo District ratepayers must not be exposed to fund
any or all of the disposal costs, at some future date.

Do you wish to attend the hearing? No

Delegation of functions, powers and duties: I request*, pursuant to section 100A of the Act, that you
delegate your functions, powers, and duties to hear and
decide the application to 1 or more hearings commissioners
who are not members of the local authority (please refer to
the Notes to Submitter on Step 1).

https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200325001/files/82h1sNnqlk1nHY7uJUgzghWrU5I4g1eQtvhqCwhv4c82
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200325001/files/82h1sNnqlk1nHY7uJUgzghWrU5I4g1eQtvhqCwhv4c82
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200325001/files/82h1sNnqlk1nHY7uJUgzghWrU5I4g1eQtvhqCwhv4c82


Date: Fri, 20Mar 2020 2:47:05 AM (UTC)
Sent: Fri, 20Mar 2020 2:47:02 AM (UTC)

Subject: FW: Submission in support of Wairakei canopy Tour Resource Consent application RM190270 and
Concession application 64297OTH [#139D3G]

From: Customer ServiceTeam <INFO@TAUPO.GOVT.NZ>
To: Tech Support <businesssupport@taupo.govt.nz>;

Attn. Stacey.

Please see the below email.

Kind regards,

Ciaran
Ciaran Blackbourn Customer Support
Taupō District Council • 46Horomatangi Street, Taupō 3330
Private Bag 2005 • Taupō Mail Centre • Taupō 3352 • New Zealand
T +64 7 376 0899 •E info@taupo.govt.nz
Follow us onFacebook and Twitter
www.taupo.govt.nz
 
Original Message
From: michael.jackson@pkfcs.co.nz
Sent: Friday, 20 March 2020 2:06:41 PM
To: permissionschristchurch@doc.govt.nz; info@taupo.govt.nz; rowan@roamconsulting.co.nz
Subject: Submission in support of Wairakei canopy Tour Resource Consent application RM190270 and
Concession application 64297OTH
To whom it may concern
 
Department of Conservation: attn. Karina Evans
Taupō District Council
Roam Consulting
 
This is a submission in support of Sky Play Adventures’ Huka Falls Ecotour application to the
Department of Conservation (application number 64297OTH) and Taupō District Council
(application number RM190270) for consent to develop theWairakei Canopy Tour.
 
My contact name and details are noted below.
 
I support this application for the following reasons –
 
FAMILY CONNECTIONS: Our family has been in and around Taupo for more than 65 years, with
my children being 4th generation to enjoy all of what Taupo has to offer. During that time, we
have seen Taupo develop over the years and grow. I’d like to see Taupo continue to develop
economically and in an environmentally friendly way to help support the locals and tourists  
 
ECONOMIC BENEFITS:       As a ratepayer in Taupo, I’d like to see the area proposer.  The
Ecotour will be a significant attraction for Taupō and will be popular with visitors and locals. The
proposed development will create jobs and provide employment training to locals. Once we get
through the challenges of Coronavirus, the facility will increase the breadth of tourism offerings in
the area and creating a stronger yearround destination, and
 



 
ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS: The project proposal includes significant ecological restoration
work including 7.25 hectares of weed removal and native planting, and 7kms of trapping lines for
pest control. This will have a net positive environmental impact on the Waikato River Corridor,
helping restore the area to a place filled with native trees and birdsong, and
 
COMMUNITY BENEFIT: The proposal will support the existing work of the Taupō community to
restore and protect the Waikato River Corridor. The additional jobs created will also be positive
for the Taupō community and the activity will enhance recreation opportunities around the river. 
The partnership with Tauhara North No. 2 Trust will add an important layer of cultural insight to
the project. 
 
SUMMARY
I support the development because the design is sensitive to the environment and consistent with
the existing tourism and recreation activities within the area.  Project plans also minimise
ecological, noise, traffic, landscape and visual effects.
 
I do not wish my detail to be kept confidential
I do not wish to make an inperson submission at the hearing
I would not consider presenting a joint hearing if others are making a similar submission
 
Ngāmihi / Kind regards
 
 
Michael Jackson
 

PKF Carr & Stanton Limited

Chartered Accountants and business advisers
 
www.pkfcs.co.nz  
119 Queen Street East • PO Box 345 • Hastings 4156 • New Zealand
Phone: +64 6 876 8124
michael.jackson@pkfcs.co.nz

 
PKFCarr & Stanton is amember firm of the PKF International Limited and PKFNew Zealand Limited families of legally
independent firms and does not accept any responsibility or liability for the actions or inactions on the part of any other individual
member firm or firms.
 
Please note: In compliance with the new antimoney laundering (AML) legislation, wemay be required to gather more information
from our clients to verify their identities and addresses before we perform some accounting services.  For more information on this
please click here.
 



Resource Consent Submission Form

Reference Number: REF200334422 Submitted On: 26/03/2020 11:46 a.m.

NOTES TO SUBMITTER:
The closing date for serving submissions on the consent authority is the 20th working day after the date on which public or limited
notification is given. If the application is subject to limited notification, the consent authority may adopt an earlier closing date for
submissions once the consent authority receives responses from all affected persons.

You must serve a copy of your submission on the applicant as soon as is reasonably practicable after you have served your submission on
the consent authority.

If you are a trade competitor, your right to make a submission may be limited by the trade competition provisions in Part 11A of the
Resource Management Act 1991.

If you make a request under section 100A of the Resource Management Act 1991, you must do so in writing no later than 5 working days
after the close of submissions and you may be liable to meet or contribute to the costs of the hearings commissioner or commissioners. You
may not make a request under section 100A of the Resource Management Act 1991 in relation to an application for a coastal permit to carry
out an activity that a regional coastal plan describes as a restricted coastal activity.

Please note that your submission (or part of your submission) may be struck out if the authority is satisfied that at least 1 of the following
applies to the submission (or part of the submission):
- it is frivolous or vexatious;
- it discloses no reasonable or relevant case;
- it would be an abuse of the hearing process to allow the submission (or the part) to be taken further;
- it contains offensive language;
- it is supported only by material that purports to be independent expert evidence, but has been prepared by a person who is not
independent or who does not have sufficient specialised knowledge or skill to give expert advice on the matter.

All submissions (including name and contact details) are published and made available to the public from our offices and on our website.
Personal information will also be used for the administration of the notified resource consent process. All information collected will be held
by Taupō District Council, 46 Horomatangi Street, Taupō, with submitters having the right to access and correct personal information.

Resource Consent Applicant Details

Taupō District Council reference number(s): RM190270

Applicant name Sky Play Adventures

Application for: Resource consent

Submitter Details

Full name of submitter: Ian Roger Jensen

Contact name:

Designation:

Contact phone number: 027 233 1255

Email address: Ian@jenwaylaw.co.nz



Postal address:: PO Box 1569, Taupo 3351

Are you a trade competitor for the purposes of section
308B of the Resource Management Act 1991?

No, I am not

Do you wish to receive any further correspondence prior
to the decision being issued?

Yes

Privacy Statement:

Submitters are advised that the information supplied in written submissions may contain personal information within the
meaning of the Privacy Act 1993. By taking part in this public submission process, submitters have agreed to any personal
information (including names and contact details) which is contained in their submission being made available to the
public as part of the consultation and decision making process. All information collected will be held by Taupō District
Council. Submitters have the right to access and correct personal information. Following the submission period, copies of
all submissions will be available on our website.

Submission

The specific parts of the application that my submission
relates to are:

The Application in its entirety.

My submission is: In support of the application or specific parts of it

Please detail the reasons for making your submission: ECONOMIC BENEFITS: The Ecotour will be a significant
attraction for Taupō and will be popular with visitors and
locals. The proposed development will create jobs and
provide employment training to locals. It will also increase
the breadth of tourism offerings in the area, therefore
attracting a wider range of visitors and creating a stronger
year-round destination.

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS: The project proposal includes
significant ecological restoration work including 7.25
hectares of weed removal and native planting, and 7kms of
trapping lines for pest control. This will have a net positive
environmental impact on the Waikato River Corridor,
helping restore the area to a place filled with native trees
and birdsong.

COMMUNITY BENEFIT: The proposal will support the
existing work of the Taupō community to restore and
protect the Waikato River Corridor. The additional jobs
created will also be positive for the Taupō community and
the activity will enhance recreation opportunities around
the river. The partnership with Tauhara North No. 2 Trust will
add an important layer of cultural insight to the project.

SUMMARY
I support the development because the design is sensitive
to the environment and consistent with the existing tourism
and recreation activities within the area. Project plans also
minimise ecological, noise, traffic, landscape and visual



effects.

Alternatively, please upload document detailing the reasons for making your submission:

I seek the following decision from the Taupō District
Council:

The Council approves the application in its entirety.

Do you wish to attend the hearing? No

Delegation of functions, powers and duties: I request*, pursuant to section 100A of the Act, that you
delegate your functions, powers, and duties to hear and
decide the application to 1 or more hearings commissioners
who are not members of the local authority (please refer to
the Notes to Submitter on Step 1).



Resource Consent Submission Form

Reference Number: REF200334967 Submitted On: 27/03/2020 01:03 p.m.

NOTES TO SUBMITTER:
The closing date for serving submissions on the consent authority is the 20th working day after the date on which public or limited
notification is given. If the application is subject to limited notification, the consent authority may adopt an earlier closing date for
submissions once the consent authority receives responses from all affected persons.

You must serve a copy of your submission on the applicant as soon as is reasonably practicable after you have served your submission on
the consent authority.

If you are a trade competitor, your right to make a submission may be limited by the trade competition provisions in Part 11A of the
Resource Management Act 1991.

If you make a request under section 100A of the Resource Management Act 1991, you must do so in writing no later than 5 working days
after the close of submissions and you may be liable to meet or contribute to the costs of the hearings commissioner or commissioners. You
may not make a request under section 100A of the Resource Management Act 1991 in relation to an application for a coastal permit to carry
out an activity that a regional coastal plan describes as a restricted coastal activity.

Please note that your submission (or part of your submission) may be struck out if the authority is satisfied that at least 1 of the following
applies to the submission (or part of the submission):
- it is frivolous or vexatious;
- it discloses no reasonable or relevant case;
- it would be an abuse of the hearing process to allow the submission (or the part) to be taken further;
- it contains offensive language;
- it is supported only by material that purports to be independent expert evidence, but has been prepared by a person who is not
independent or who does not have sufficient specialised knowledge or skill to give expert advice on the matter.

All submissions (including name and contact details) are published and made available to the public from our offices and on our website.
Personal information will also be used for the administration of the notified resource consent process. All information collected will be held
by Taupō District Council, 46 Horomatangi Street, Taupō, with submitters having the right to access and correct personal information.

Resource Consent Applicant Details

Taupō District Council reference number(s): RM190270

Applicant name Sky Play Adventures Limited

Application for: Resource consent

Submitter Details

Full name of submitter: New Zealand Transport Agency

Contact name: Emily Hunt

Designation: D95

Contact phone number: 0273193256

Email address: emily.hunt@nzta.govt.nz



Postal address:: 24 Anzac Parade, Hamilton East, Hamilton 3240

Are you a trade competitor for the purposes of section
308B of the Resource Management Act 1991?

No, I am not

Do you wish to receive any further correspondence prior
to the decision being issued?

Yes

Privacy Statement:

Submitters are advised that the information supplied in written submissions may contain personal information within the
meaning of the Privacy Act 1993. By taking part in this public submission process, submitters have agreed to any personal
information (including names and contact details) which is contained in their submission being made available to the
public as part of the consultation and decision making process. All information collected will be held by Taupō District
Council. Submitters have the right to access and correct personal information. Following the submission period, copies of
all submissions will be available on our website.

Submission

The specific parts of the application that my submission
relates to are:

See uploaded document

My submission is: In opposition of the application or specific parts of it

Please detail the reasons for making your submission:

Alternatively, please upload document detailing the reasons for making your submission:

New Zealand Transport Agency Submission - RM190270.pdf

I seek the following decision from the Taupō District
Council:

See uploaded document

Do you wish to attend the hearing? Yes

Do you wish to be heard in support of your submission? Yes

If others make a similar submission, will you consider
presenting a joint case with them at the hearing?

No

Delegation of functions, powers and duties: I do not request, pursuant to section 100A of the Act, that
you delegate your functions, powers, and duties to hear and
decide the application to 1 or more hearings commissioners
who are not members of the local authority.

https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334967/files/8OfIqYcrC8WKsgUn7Zv2Ny5NuwzX08YZp8GhLCWVOUn8
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334967/files/8OfIqYcrC8WKsgUn7Zv2Ny5NuwzX08YZp8GhLCWVOUn8
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334967/files/8OfIqYcrC8WKsgUn7Zv2Ny5NuwzX08YZp8GhLCWVOUn8
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334967/files/8OfIqYcrC8WKsgUn7Zv2Ny5NuwzX08YZp8GhLCWVOUn8
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334967/files/8OfIqYcrC8WKsgUn7Zv2Ny5NuwzX08YZp8GhLCWVOUn8
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334967/files/8OfIqYcrC8WKsgUn7Zv2Ny5NuwzX08YZp8GhLCWVOUn8
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334967/files/8OfIqYcrC8WKsgUn7Zv2Ny5NuwzX08YZp8GhLCWVOUn8
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334967/files/8OfIqYcrC8WKsgUn7Zv2Ny5NuwzX08YZp8GhLCWVOUn8
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334967/files/8OfIqYcrC8WKsgUn7Zv2Ny5NuwzX08YZp8GhLCWVOUn8
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334967/files/8OfIqYcrC8WKsgUn7Zv2Ny5NuwzX08YZp8GhLCWVOUn8
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334967/files/8OfIqYcrC8WKsgUn7Zv2Ny5NuwzX08YZp8GhLCWVOUn8
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334967/files/8OfIqYcrC8WKsgUn7Zv2Ny5NuwzX08YZp8GhLCWVOUn8
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200334967/files/8OfIqYcrC8WKsgUn7Zv2Ny5NuwzX08YZp8GhLCWVOUn8


NZ TRANSPORT AGENCY SUBMISSION ON RESOURCE CONSENT APPLICATION – SKY PLAY ADVENTURES 

LIMITED 

TO: Taupō District Council 

 

ATTENTION: 

 

Todd Whittaker (Consultant Planner) 

  

SUBMITTER:  NZ Transport Agency  

PO Box 973  

Waikato Mail Centre  

Hamilton 3240 

 

ATTENTION Emily Hunt  

Phone: 07 9587884 

Email: consentsandapprovals@nzta.govt.nz  

 

Resource Consent Application – RM190270 

This is a submission on Resource Consent Application RM190270 on behalf of the NZ Transport Agency.  

Summary  

The Transport Agency is opposed to the proposed establishment of the Wairakei Canopy Tour activity at 201 

Karetoto Road, Wairakei.  This is on the basis that insufficient information has been provided to date to 

adequately assess the effects of the proposed activity on the transport network or identify the mitigation 

measures necessary to address those effects.  

It should be noted that the applicant has previously engaged with the Transport Agency and was advised that 

the Transport Agency was opposed to the proposed activity due to the proposed access within the highway 

designation/road reserve.  Following notification of the application, there was no further changes made to 

the application and the issues highlighted by the Transport Agency were not specifically addressed in the 

application. 

The NZ Transport Agency’s Role 

The NZ Transport Agency (the Transport Agency) is a Crown entity with the sole powers of control for all 

purposes of all state highways. The Transport Agency’s objectives, functions, powers and responsibilities and 

derived from the Land Transport Act 2003 (LTMA), and the Government Powers Act 1989 (GRPA). The 

statutory objective of the Transport Agency is to undertake its functions in a way that contributes to an 

effective, efficient and safe land transport system in the public interest.  

Background 

The applicant proposes to establish a tourist facility over the Waikato River downstream of Huka Falls. The 

primary activity proposed is a zipline course which runs along and over the Waikato River and which includes 

mailto:consentsandapprovals@nzta.govt.nz
mailto:consentsandapprovals@nzta.govt.nz


eight stations, three of which are launch towers, three of which are landing and exit towers and two of which 

are combined launch and landing towers. Associated with the zipline activity, the proposal also includes the 

establishment of new walking tracks to connect the stations and surrounding access tracks which are 

proposed to be used to transport customers from local road Rakaunui Road, to the starting tower which is on 

the true right side of the river. 

It is proposed for tour groups of up to 10 customers and two staff to be transported by shuttle to Rakanui 

Road from the Loop Road base via Wairakei Drive, the East Taupō Arterial (State Highway 1) and Centennial 

Drive as shown in Figure 1 below. 

 

Figure 1: Driven Route to Shuttle Customers  

It is anticipated that the shuttle trips to and from the start of the zipline on Rakaunui Road would comprise of 

approximately 22 vehicle trips per day i.e. 11 tours. In order to access the first tower, shuttles would need to 

cross the state highway. The tower location is shown on the scheme plan in Appendix A. The notified 

application does not detail how this is proposed. Subsequent correspondence with the applicant has 



identified the following route over land adjacent to the highway, which utilises an existing highway 

underpass.  

 

Figure 2: Proposed Internal Access Route to the Starting Point of the Canopy Tour 

Aerial images (see Figure 3 below) indicate there is an existing farm track on the western side of the highway 

which lies outside of the highway designation (D95) which appears to be what is proposed to be utilised. 

 

Figure 3: Aerial Image Showing Existing Underpass and Farm Track 



It is not clear whether it is proposed for access to be constructed within the road reserve on the eastern side 

of the highway, which would be within the designation, or within the adjacent farm land.  

The Transport Agency has previously advised the applicant that we would not be supportive of an access 

running adjacent to the highway within the designation, and this is further supported by the segregation strip 

along either side of the highway as shown in Figure 4. 

The Transport Agency is not opposed to use of this underpass in principle, however clarification is required 

on the proposed route to access the underpass given the guidance the Transport Agency has already 

provided. 

 

Figure 4: Segregation Strip located adjacent to State Highway 1 

The Transport Agency’s Submission 

The Transport Agency has reviewed the application documents associated with RM190270 lodged with 

Taupō District Council, and notes the following: 

• The applicant has not provided adequate detail on how the activity, specifically the proposed zip 

tour start launch tower as identified on the Course Layout Plan, will be accessed from Raukanui 

Road.   

• The applicant has not given any further consideration to the comments provided by the Transport 

Agency regarding access within the State Highway 1/the East Taupō Arterial designation (D95). 

• The Transport Agency is not opposed to use of the underpass in principle, provided that the 

existing access track within the designation is utilised. 

 



Decision Requested 
 

The Transport Agency seeks that the application be declined in the absence of full information being 

provided.    

 

The Transport Agency does wish to be heard in support of this submission.  

The Transport Agency does not wish to present joint evidence.  

 

Signed by Mike Wood  

 

 

Under delegated authority for  

The NZ Transport Agency  

Date: 26/3/2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



Resource Consent Submission Form

Reference Number: REF200310831 Submitted On: 05/03/2020 03:11 p.m.

NOTES TO SUBMITTER:
The closing date for serving submissions on the consent authority is the 20th working day after the date on which public or limited
notification is given. If the application is subject to limited notification, the consent authority may adopt an earlier closing date for
submissions once the consent authority receives responses from all affected persons.

You must serve a copy of your submission on the applicant as soon as is reasonably practicable after you have served your submission on
the consent authority.

If you are a trade competitor, your right to make a submission may be limited by the trade competition provisions in Part 11A of the
Resource Management Act 1991.

If you make a request under section 100A of the Resource Management Act 1991, you must do so in writing no later than 5 working days
after the close of submissions and you may be liable to meet or contribute to the costs of the hearings commissioner or commissioners. You
may not make a request under section 100A of the Resource Management Act 1991 in relation to an application for a coastal permit to carry
out an activity that a regional coastal plan describes as a restricted coastal activity.

Please note that your submission (or part of your submission) may be struck out if the authority is satisfied that at least 1 of the following
applies to the submission (or part of the submission):
- it is frivolous or vexatious;
- it discloses no reasonable or relevant case;
- it would be an abuse of the hearing process to allow the submission (or the part) to be taken further;
- it contains offensive language;
- it is supported only by material that purports to be independent expert evidence, but has been prepared by a person who is not
independent or who does not have sufficient specialised knowledge or skill to give expert advice on the matter.

All submissions (including name and contact details) are published and made available to the public from our offices and on our website.
Personal information will also be used for the administration of the notified resource consent process. All information collected will be held
by Taupō District Council, 46 Horomatangi Street, Taupō, with submitters having the right to access and correct personal information.

Resource Consent Applicant Details

Taupō District Council reference number(s): RM190270

Applicant name Sky Play Adventures Ltd

Application for: Resource consent

Submitter Details

Full name of submitter: Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa Runanga Trust

Contact name: Michelle Phillips

Designation: Environmental Resource Consents ofiicer

Contact phone number: 0226581153

Email address: michelle@tahu-whaoa.com



Postal address:: 410 State Highway 38, RD 3, Rotorua 3073

Are you a trade competitor for the purposes of section
308B of the Resource Management Act 1991?

No, I am not

Do you wish to receive any further correspondence prior
to the decision being issued?

Yes

Privacy Statement:

Submitters are advised that the information supplied in written submissions may contain personal information within the
meaning of the Privacy Act 1993. By taking part in this public submission process, submitters have agreed to any personal
information (including names and contact details) which is contained in their submission being made available to the
public as part of the consultation and decision making process. All information collected will be held by Taupō District
Council. Submitters have the right to access and correct personal information. Following the submission period, copies of
all submissions will be available on our website.

Submission

The specific parts of the application that my submission
relates to are:

Please refer to the attached submission document

My submission is: In support of the application or specific parts of it

Please detail the reasons for making your submission: Please refer to the attached submission document

Alternatively, please upload document detailing the reasons for making your submission:

NTNWRT Submission on Sky Play Adventures Ltd Resource Consent Application RM190270.pdf

I seek the following decision from the Taupō District
Council:

Please refer to the attached submission document

Do you wish to attend the hearing? Yes

Do you wish to be heard in support of your submission? No

If others make a similar submission, will you consider
presenting a joint case with them at the hearing?

Yes

Delegation of functions, powers and duties: I request*, pursuant to section 100A of the Act, that you
delegate your functions, powers, and duties to hear and
decide the application to 1 or more hearings commissioners
who are not members of the local authority (please refer to
the Notes to Submitter on Step 1).

https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200310831/files/3qz9BfasaF4zhnxrepjW2q4sDYQBngZHEAIp82jRcQ3q
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200310831/files/3qz9BfasaF4zhnxrepjW2q4sDYQBngZHEAIp82jRcQ3q
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200310831/files/3qz9BfasaF4zhnxrepjW2q4sDYQBngZHEAIp82jRcQ3q
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200310831/files/3qz9BfasaF4zhnxrepjW2q4sDYQBngZHEAIp82jRcQ3q
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200310831/files/3qz9BfasaF4zhnxrepjW2q4sDYQBngZHEAIp82jRcQ3q
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200310831/files/3qz9BfasaF4zhnxrepjW2q4sDYQBngZHEAIp82jRcQ3q
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200310831/files/3qz9BfasaF4zhnxrepjW2q4sDYQBngZHEAIp82jRcQ3q
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200310831/files/3qz9BfasaF4zhnxrepjW2q4sDYQBngZHEAIp82jRcQ3q
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200310831/files/3qz9BfasaF4zhnxrepjW2q4sDYQBngZHEAIp82jRcQ3q
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200310831/files/3qz9BfasaF4zhnxrepjW2q4sDYQBngZHEAIp82jRcQ3q
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200310831/files/3qz9BfasaF4zhnxrepjW2q4sDYQBngZHEAIp82jRcQ3q
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200310831/files/3qz9BfasaF4zhnxrepjW2q4sDYQBngZHEAIp82jRcQ3q
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200310831/files/3qz9BfasaF4zhnxrepjW2q4sDYQBngZHEAIp82jRcQ3q
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200310831/files/3qz9BfasaF4zhnxrepjW2q4sDYQBngZHEAIp82jRcQ3q
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200310831/files/3qz9BfasaF4zhnxrepjW2q4sDYQBngZHEAIp82jRcQ3q
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200310831/files/3qz9BfasaF4zhnxrepjW2q4sDYQBngZHEAIp82jRcQ3q
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200310831/files/3qz9BfasaF4zhnxrepjW2q4sDYQBngZHEAIp82jRcQ3q
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200310831/files/3qz9BfasaF4zhnxrepjW2q4sDYQBngZHEAIp82jRcQ3q
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200310831/files/3qz9BfasaF4zhnxrepjW2q4sDYQBngZHEAIp82jRcQ3q
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200310831/files/3qz9BfasaF4zhnxrepjW2q4sDYQBngZHEAIp82jRcQ3q
https://online.taupo.govt.nz/online-services/REF200310831/files/3qz9BfasaF4zhnxrepjW2q4sDYQBngZHEAIp82jRcQ3q


 
 
 
 
 
 

ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT 
Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa Runanga Trust 

Waiotapu Office 
PO Box 162, Reporoa 3060 

 
Ph: (07)366-6177 /Mob: (022)6581153 

Email: michelle@tahu-whaoa.com 

Ka ora te iwi – Ka ora te tangata 

Our Ref:  05/2015 

 

5 March 2020 

 

Taupo District Council 
Private Bag 2005 
Taupo Mail Centre 
Taupo 3352 
(submitted online) 
 
Tena koe, 

 

Re: Sky Play Adventures Ltd Resource Consent Application RM190270 

 

The Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa Runanga Trust (the Runanga) would like to thank the Taupo District 

Council for the opportunity to provide a submission on resource consent application RM190270 for 

Sky Play Adventures Ltd to construct and operate a zipline over the Waikato River north of the Huka 

Falls Scenic Reserve. 

 

As the iwi authority representing mana whenua for the area in question, Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa 

Runanga Trust have been regularly consulted throughout the design phase for the project and have 

undertaken a cultural impact assessment identifying areas of significance to the iwi to the 

developers, details of which have been included in our support letter accompanying this application.  

 

The Runanga provides this submission in support of this application for the following reasons: 

1. The cultural benefit of being able to share our iwi history and stories regarding this section 

of Te Awa o Waikato 

2.  The environmental benefit of having Sky Play Adventures Ltd restore and enhance this 

section of Te Awa o Waikato through management of the pest flora and fauna and the 

planting of native tree species 

3. The economic benefits of: 

a. providing potential employment and training opportunities for iwi members as well 

as the local Taupo community 

b. supporting our people to achieve their goals and aspirations with regard to 

economic development, in this case through the involvement of Tauhara North No.2 

Trust. 

 

The Runanga does not require any of this submission to be treated as confidential and welcomes the 

opportunity for it to be made publicly available. Also, should a hearing process be required to 



 
 
 
 
 
 

ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT 
Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa Runanga Trust 

Waiotapu Office 
PO Box 162, Reporoa 3060 

 
Ph: (07)366-6177 /Mob: (022) 6581153 

Email: michelle@tahu-whaoa.com 

Ka ora te iwi – Ka ora te tangata 

progress this application, Trustees of the Runanga would consider presenting this submission in 

support of Sky Play Adventures Ltd.  

 

Naku noa, na 

 
Michelle Phillips 

Resource Consents officer 
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26 March 2020 
 
 
Mr Gareth Green  
CEO  
Taupō District Council. 
 
 
Tēnā koe Gareth 

 

 
Regarding – RM190270 - Proposed Zipline, Sky Play Adventures Limited, 
Wairakei, Taupō. 
 
I write in my capacity as coordinator for all resource management matters effecting Nukuhau Marae. 
Nukuhau Pā is home to Tūwharetoa Hapū of Ngāti Rauhoto and Ngāti Te Urunga. We hold Mana 
Whenua1 over the lands at the northern end of Lake Taupō including Wairakei. (Note; this is not 
exclusive in some parts of our rohe or traditional areas). 
 
Ngāti Rauhoto and Ngāti Te Urunga hold Mana Whenua down the Waikato awa to the Wairakei 
Stream. Nukuhau Pā is situated 4.6 km from Te Huka. We  have a contemporary history in asserting 
our Rangatiratanga2 over the Wairakei whenua for many years with absolutely no opposition to our 
Mana Whenua and Ahi kā3.    
 
We have and are committed to protecting the environment and our Kaitiakitanga interests within our 
rohe. We tautoko our whanaunga Hapū and our Ngati Tūwharetoa entities to put forward their views 
and aspirations in this matter also.   
 
Nukuhau Pā on behalf of Hapū, Ngāti Rauhoto and Ngāti Te Urunga oppose the construction of this 
Zipline activity in its entirety. We particularly note that Nukuhau Pā has been engaging with the 
Zipline developer and his agents and issued our opposition since 2015. We have recorded letters 
and communications that clearly outlines our opposition and concerns of the impact of the activity. 
However, it appears despite our consistent opposition, the applicant has actively evaded our 
concerns. To this end we view that the applicant had failed to;  

• recognise and provide for our relationship to our culture and traditions with our ancestral 
lands, water, sites waahi tapu and other taonga; 

• have particular regard to our kaitiakitanga of our taonga; and,    

• effectively take into account the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi.       
 
The Zipline activity has appeared to have changed in scope and course since its first conception in 
2015. According to maps in the 2019 AEE of the activity, the lines now cross the Waikato river 5 
times, which we view as a significant impact to our cultural landscape. Transporting people across 
the river enabling them to have exclusive views and relationship with Te Huka, detracts from our 
relationship to our taonga to the gain of the applicant and their clients. By virtue of exclusive access 
to this activity to its clients tangata whenua are disadvantaged and kaitiakitanga reduced by this 
activity. Furthermore, the zipline now appears to be running very close to our taonga known as; ‘Te 
Toka a Tia’. This is a highly significant Taonga for us and Ngati Te Urunga has a history of its 
protection (i.e. 1996 Protest and occupation at Te Huka). This is either ignorance or plain arrogance 
on the part of the developer. This action is an affront to the Mana of Ngati Te Urunga and Ngati 
 

 
1 Territorial status. 
2 Right to exercise authority. 
3 Right of Occupation 
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Tūwharetoa. Therefore like 1996 we will once again be Rigorously Defending our taonga at all costs.  
 
Our role is to evaluate the effects of developments against our tikanga and kaitiakitanga. As the 
Zipline proposal stands currently, Nukuhau Pā can only opposed this development and we base this 
conclusion on the further points below; 
 

• The Waikato awa is a taonga tuku iho of our Hapū and as such development that will affect 

our relationship to it should be carefully considered and measured.  

• This activity is a ‘Thrill Ride’ where strangers past over our taonga and possibly our heads 

(especially in the case of women). This action could be taken as offensive to some people. 

This is a tikanga issue. 

• This thrill ride is not conducive to the respect for place and the natural environment that 

Hapū would expect. This is contrary to the principles of Kaitiakitanga. 

• The mauri of the awa and that river environment will be degraded if the development 

proceeds. 

• Visual pollution and associated structures in an otherwise pristine environment are not 

desirable.  

• Participants reactions to this activity cannot be predicted. (Screams, swearing, etc.) The 

uncontrollable nature of this doesn’t sit comfortably.  

• Commercialised encroachment of our space’s is an issue. People making money is in 

conflict with our rights as kaitiaki. I see no benefit to Hapū in allowing this. 

• Exclusive commercial benefit v high impact to cultural values and environment.  

• I am told there is an ancient pa site located at Station #1, this has not been addressed in the 

2017 cultural impact assessment. 

• The taonga known as ‘Te Toka a Tia’ is below one Zipline run. 

• This location and the Waikato itself is a critical taonga (cultural icon) for our Hapū. Ngati Te 

Urunga in 1996 risked arrest while protesting at Te Huka (seeking the protection of Te Toka 

a Tia).  

• Has archeologically survey done for this development? 

• Will this activity enhance this particular environment for us…The answer is No.  

• Permanence is an issue. Taupō Bungy has shown us that once it’s there it’s there forever.   

• There are many gully’s in the Wairakei Park that will more than serve the purpose of this 

attraction. Why not look at alternative valleys and gully’s that are not so culturally sensitive. 

• Entities that profit at the detriment of tangata whenua values. This is not in our best interest.  
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• We have many taonga in this area including; Taupō Moana, Te awa o Waikato, Otumuheke, 

Patuiwi, Hipapatua, Matarakutia, Waipuwerawera, Te Huka, Te Toka a Tia and numerous 

geothermal features. These Taonga are natural marvels and cultural icons to us. They are 

gifts of major importance to our Hapū as they possess Wairua (spiritual power) and Mauri 

(life force or essence).  

• There are many historic traditions and legends associated with those taonga. These form the 

identity of our Hapū / iwi. 

• We believe that our cultural values are intrinsic to the proposed location and surrounding 

landscape. How do we ensure our; IP, history, stories and other kaupapa Māori. are 

appropriately, accurately and authentically portrayed.  

• How do we ensure our IP, history, stories and other kaupapa Māori, are not misappropriated 

without our; input, permission and blessing?  

• Visual pollution, noise pollution (human shouts/screams) and associated equipment and 

structures in an otherwise natural environment is not appropriate or desirable to us. 

• Will this activity enhance this environment for us as Kaitiaki, …? The answer is No. 

 
Based on the points raised in this submission Nukuhau Pā opposes this activity in its entirety on the 
basis that the cultural and therefore environmental effects are significant and have not been 
adequately assessed or measured in line with Mana Whenua tikanga and values for this landscape.  
 
I am willing to present this submission should it go to a hearing and provide evidence of our past 
communications with applicant.  
 
 
Nāku noa nā 
 
 
Mr Dominic Bowden 
Nukuhau Pā, RMA Coordinator.  
(Ngati Te Urunga, Ngati Rauhoto). 
M - 027 7034645   E – dominicbowden@opepe.co.nz  
14 Morrison Street  
Nukuhau, Taupō. 

mailto:dominicbowden@opepe.co.nz


Wairakei   Canopy   Tour   Resource   Consent   and   Concession  
Applica�on–   Submission   of   Support   
 
DEADLINE:  
March   27 th    2020  
 
 
SUBJECT  
Submission   in   support   of   Wairakei   canopy   Tour   Resource   Consent   applica�on   RM190270   and  
Concession   applica�on   64297-OTH  
 
 
 
To   whom   it   may   concern  
 
This   is   a   submission   in   support   of   Sky   Play   Adventures’    Huka   Falls   Ecotour   applica�on    to   the  
Department   of   Conserva�on   (applica�on   number   64297-OTH)   and   Taupō   District   Council  
(applica�on   number   RM190270)   for   consent   to   develop   the   Wairakei   Canopy   Tour   
  
CONTACT   EMAIL:motor1152@gmail.com  
CONTACT   PHONE:0274909023  
CONTACT   ADDRESS:46   Birch   Street   Taupo  
 
I   SUPPORT    THIS   APPLICATION   BECAUSE   
 
ECONOMIC   BENEFITS:  
 
The   Ecotour   will   be   a   significant   a�rac�on   for   Taupō   and   will   be   popular   with   visitors   and  
locals.   The   proposed   development   will   create   jobs   and   provide   employment   training   to  
locals.   It   will   also   increase   the   breadth   of   tourism   offerings   in   the   area,   therefore   a�rac�ng  
a   wider   range   of   visitors   and   crea�ng   a   stronger   year-round   des�na�on.   Our   town   needs   to  
step   up   to   the   mark   with   tourism   to   compete   with   others   in   the   surrounding   regions   and   this  
is   a   step   in   the   right   direc�on   along   with   some   other   projects   happening   in   the   Town.  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL   BENEFITS:   
The   project   proposal   includes   significant   ecological   restora�on   work   including   7.25   hectares  
of   weed   removal   and   na�ve   plan�ng,   and   7kms   of   trapping   lines   for   pest   control.   This   will  
have   a   net   posi�ve   environmental   impact   on   the   Waikato   River   Corridor,   helping   restore   the  
area   to   a   place   filled   with   na�ve   trees   and   birdsong.  
 
 
 
COMMUNITY   BENEFIT:   
The   proposal   will   support   the   exis�ng   work   of   the   Taupō   community   to   restore   and   protect  
the   Waikato   River   Corridor.   The   addi�onal   jobs   created   will   also   be   posi�ve   for   the   Taupō  
community   and   the   ac�vity   will   enhance   recrea�on   opportuni�es   around   the   river.    The  



partnership   with   Tauhara   North   No.   2   Trust   will   add   an   important   layer   of   cultural   insight   to  
the   project.   
 
SUMMARY;  
I   support   the   development   because   the   design   is   sensi�ve   to   the   environment   and  
consistent   with   the   exis�ng   tourism   and   recrea�on   ac�vi�es   within   the   area.    Project   plans  
also   minimise   ecological,   noise,   traffic,   landscape   and   visual   effects.   
 
 
I    DO   NOT    WISH   TO   KEEP   MY   DETAILS   CONFIDENTIAL   
I    DO   NOT    WISH   TO   MAKE   AN   IN-PERSON   SUBMISSION   AT   A   HEARING   
I    WOULD     CONSIDER   PRESENTING   A   JOINT   CASE   AT   A   HEARING   IF   OTHERS   ARE   MAKING   A  
SIMILAR   SUBMISSION   
 
 
 
Ngā   mihi   /   Kind   regards  
 
Jus�n   O’Callaghan  


