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31 October 2019 
 
Todd Whittaker 
c/-Taupō District Council 
46 Horomatangi Street 
Taupō 3352 

 

Tena koe Todd 

 

SKY PLAY ADVENTURES RESOURCE CONSENT APPLICATION FURTHER INFORMATION 

REQUEST RESPONSE  

Thank you for your letter of 10 October requesting further information to better understand the 

proposed Wairakei Canopy Tour application. I have set out my response to your queries below. 

1. SIGNAGE 

One sign is proposed to be located on site as shown on the base area plan. The sign will be dual facing with 

each face area being no greater than 1m2. The purpose of the sign will be to identify the location of the 

attraction to visitors. 

2. FENCING 

The current post and rail fence on site will be relocated back to the legal boundary of the site so that it is 

no longer on road reserve.  

3. HOME BASE OFFICE ELEVATIONS 

Please see below an image of the building proposed to be used for the site office situated at Home Base.  

The height of the building will be 5m at the apex of the roof.  As shown in the application, the building will 

be 14m long and 5m wide and situated 5.15 m from the western boundary fronting Huka falls Road.  

The building will be relocated to the site and reclad in a board and baton finish and painted with recessive 

colours.  



 

 

 

The building has been positioned here to allow optimum room for parking behind it  and to maximise 

visibility from the road frontage. Given the width of the road reserve the building will be situated 15m 

from the edge of Huka Falls Road. The width of the road reserve will mean that the building will not crowd 

the road or impeded visibility at the intersection. As discussed in the AEE the area is zoned Rural 

Environment, however the area does not have a typical rural amenity given its tourism and visitation use. 

The two closest buildings being the 4B Bike hire and Hub café, are also located within the front setback 

(19m and 9.2m respectively) to maximise business visibility and ease of access. It is not considered that 

the proximity of the building to the front boundary will be out of character for this location and reflects 

the tourism/visitor based use of not only the development but the wider area.  

 

 

 



 

 

4. Parking  

As noted in the further information request TDC feels that there is a degree of unknown about 

the exact amount of parking required for the development. The application shows 18 parking 

spaces which includes two bus parking spaces. This number was identified based on a Traffic 

Impact Assessment undertaken by Duncan Campbell which concludes that the level of parking 

provided will be more than adequate for the expected level of activity. This assessment was based 

on an understanding of the nature of the proposed operation including the schedule of use, group 

numbers and key user markets.   The site plan for the Home Base Area has identified that there is 

additional room to the North and East of the designated parking area that can be used for 

additional parking space if required.  

 



 

 

These areas are shown as red hatched areas on the plan above.  In addition, dependant on use, the bus 

parks can be moved to the identified overflow area north of the Hub Cafe with that space used for 

additional car parking. Subsequent to the information request the client has talked representatives of Kiwi 
Experience and Stray about their operations. They indicated that they would not park their busses at the 

site instead drop off (by bus) those clients who have indicated that they are willing to do the tour and head 

back to town. On this basis it is highly likely that parks 18 and 19 can be used for car parks.  

5. VISUAL ASSESSMENT OF TOWERS 

Please find attached at the end of this letter a report from Jason Hogan of LA4 Landscape Architects 

regarding your queries relating to viewpoint 3 of Tower 7. These report concludes that  

“… the proposal is consistent with the intent of the key relevant statutory documents and management strategies 

which seek to facilitate public access use and enjoyment of this area while maintaining and enhancing the 

natural and scenic values.”  

6. TOILET FACILITIES 

There will be two toilets in the office building for use by staff and visitors. These will include an 

accessible toilet.  The toilets at the base area will not discharge to a sceptic tank but will be a 

capture vault system where the effluent will be pumped out and transported to the treatment 

centre.  

In addition, a porta loo is proposed to be located adjacent to Station 7 for use by clients, as 

required, during the tour. 

7. REGIONAL CONSENTS 

We have provided plans and discussed the proposed application with Tammy Valler from the 

Waikato Regional Council. Tammy has indicated that the development of the towers and tracks 

is able to be done under Waikato Regional Plan Permitted Activity Rule 5.1.4.11. The zip lines 

across the river will fall under Permitted Activity Rule 4.2.14.1. 

The Waikato Regional Council are comfortable that the proposed development is permitted by 

the Waikato Regional Plan.  

 

 



 

 

8. STRUCTURES IN THE FORESHORE PROTECTION AREA  

The following table sets out the status of the stations in respect to the foreshore protection area 

and associated 5m setback. In addition to the stations, all of the proposed zip wires, which are 

considered to be buildings, are within the FPA and associated setback. 

Structure Within FPA Within FPA 

Setback 

Notes 

Station 1 No No Located 174m from river edge. 

Station 2  No No Located 27m from the river edge. 

Station 3 No No Located 56m from the river edge. 

Station 4 No No Located 198m from the river edge. 

Station 5 Yes Yes Located 16m from the river edge. 

Station 6 Yes Yes Located 16m from the river edge. 

Station 7 No No Located 230 from the river edge. 

Station 8 No Yes Located 22m from the river edge 

Please note that that impact which these structures have on the Waikato river is considered 

within the application documents.  

9. REVISED CROSS SECTIONS  

As per previous emails, please find attached a revised version of Schematic Course Route 

showing the correct location of Zip Run 5 and Station 8.   

10. CULTURAL MATTERS AND REFERRALS 

We acknowledge that that TDC has provided copies of the application to Tuwharetoa Maori Trust 

Board, Raukawa, Ngati Tahu Ngati Whaoa, Te Arawa River Iwi Trust, and Te Kotahitanga O 

Ngāti Tūwharetoa. The applicants have been in contact with all these entities in the design and 

development of the proposal prior to development.  



 

 

Subsequent to the TDC information request I understand that parties working with the 

applicants have been in contact with the Tuwharetoa Maori Trust Board to discuss the proposed 

development. 

11. NOTIFICATION AND DOC CONCESSION PROCESSES  

We acknowledge the likelihood that the application is to be subject to public notification for the 

reasons outlined in your letter. As noted in the application, the proposal is also likely to be 

publicly notified by the Department of Conservation as well.  We understand that the 

Department allocated the application for processing to Karina Brennan Evans who can be 

contacted at mailto:Kbrennanevans@doc.govt.nz . Further to that we do not have an indication 

from the Department on process and timeframes. Our preference is for a concurrent 

notification process to allow a more efficient and effective notification process for the applicants, 

the TDC and the Department and also for the community. We understand that this may mean a 

delay in processing the resource consent however we feel that the advantages of a concurrent 

notification process will be more beneficial to the process overall.  We suggest you contact the 

Department to discuss. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you wish to discuss this information and assessment 

further.  

 

Your sincerely, 

 

Rowan Sapsford - Director 

Roam Consulting Limited  
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SKY PLAY ADVENTURES 

HUKA FALLS, WAIKATO RIVER, TAUPO 

Response to S92 Request  

 

 

 

 
1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This statement has been prepared in response to Council’s request for further information 

in relation to this application concerning landscape and visual matters: 

5. As noted on the site visit, the landscape report provides a Viewpoint 3 of Tower 7 
which shows the platform and structure protruding above the canopy line.  This may 
be largely due to the perspective of the photo montage. We would appreciate further 
discussion on the platform structures and the backdrop of these structures and 
viewing audience.  In our opinion, the platforms and structures will need to be placed 
within the landscape in such a manner that they do not detract from the landscape 
and natural character values of the area.  

1.2 I consider that the current placement of the proposed structures will not detract significantly 

from the landscape and natural character values for the reasons set out below. 

1.3 Although, as identified in previous relevant landscape studies and the applicable overlays 

in the District Plan, the area has high landscape and natural character values, it is by no 

means pristine and the prevailing character is significantly influenced by past modification, 

existing recreational use, tourism activities as well as adjacent infrastructure and activity.  

These combine with the natural attributes to create an established character which can 

accommodate the type of development proposed. 

1.4 The most sensitive areas locally include the Waikato River and its immediate environs 

which exhibit the highest degree of natural character and amenity values.  The proposal 

will have a negligible influence on these areas.  Platforms and structures located within the 

river valley would cause limited and very localised disturbance and would be well 

integrated visually due to appearance, form and the vegetated backdrop.   

1.5 As highlighted in the landscape and visual assessment, apart from on the river, the Huka 

Falls lookouts and some clearings associated with the track on the western side of the river  

near the informal Loop Road lookout, and for a short distance north, there would be very 

limited opportunities for people using the local area to see the proposed structures due to 

the dense vegetation cover which largely limits visibility from the walking tracks, nearby 

roads and other key vantage points.  The view depicted from Viewpoint 3 is not from one of 

the established walking tracks, but the edge of the river near zipline station 8, which is the 

receiving station for the zipline from station 7 (shown in the view). 
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1.6 It is important to note at this point that the visibility of a feature or structure within a 

landscape setting does not necessarily constitute an adverse visual effect.  Visual effects 

are dependent on the context, the visual sensitivity of the view and the type and magnitude 

of change something will bring. 

1.7 Eight of the 10 stations are located within the bush-clad valley where they will be readily 

integrated.  Consequently, only 2 of the 10 stations, being those in the elevated locations 

on the interface with the Eastern Plateau (Stations 1 and 7) are likely to have any visual 

prominence.  It should be noted however that these are simple structures with a high 

degree of visual permeability which are consistent with the type of outdoor recreational 

infrastructure that could be readily anticipated in this area given the nature of the 

landscape and the landuse. 

1.8 An additional photo-simulation has also been prepared (VP4) to further assist in 

understanding the type and magnitude of effects.  This depicts the view from one of the 

most accessible and popular public viewing locations, the informal lookout at the eastern 

end of Loop Road looking to the northeast toward Zipline Station 7.  Both this station 

platform and Station 1 are located in the area zoned Rural Environment removed from the 

overlay areas of OLA56 and SNA216.  From this viewpoint Station 7 can be seen emerging 

from behind the low canopy of vegetation at the top of the slope where it appears as part of 

the contrasting landscape beyond and although only partially integrated by a backdrop of 

landform does not appear incongruous or obtrusive in this large scale setting.  Its verticality 

is also offset by the scattering of tall exotic trees in the vicinity.  Additionally, with time the 

structure would weather and become further visually integrated as the regenerating 

vegetation continues to establish on the slopes of the river valley.   For these reasons the 

platform would very low adverse effects on the visual amenity from this popular vantage 

point. 

1.9 Where platforms 1 & 7 are visible from the east beyond the river valley they would be 

viewed as relatively insignificant elements as part of the wider large scale and open rural 

landscape which has limited visual sensitivity and the ability to accommodate these simple 

structures within a backdrop of hills to the west without detracting significantly from the 

rural character and amenity currently experienced. 

1.10 Consequently, I consider that the proposal is consistent with the intent of the key relevant 

statutory documents and management strategies which seek to facilitate public access use 

and enjoyment of this area while maintaining and enhancing the natural and scenic values. 

 

Jason Hogan  

(NZILA) Registered Landscape Architect 

Director - LA4 LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS 
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24 March 2020 
 
Heather Williams 
Taupō District Council 
46 Horomatangi Street 
Taupō 3352 

 

Tena koe Heather 

 

ADDITION OF TAUHARA NORTH NO.2 TRUST AS CO APPLICANT TO RM190270  

Skyplay Adventures Limited would like to notify you that Tauhara North No.2 Trust should now 

be considered as co-applicants for the RM190270 – Proposed Zipline. 

Contact details for Tauhara North No.2 Trust are: 

 Mana Newton 
 Group Chief Executive, Tauhara North No2 Trust 
 T:07 345 7534 M:022 161 3326 
 Email: Mana.Newton@tauharano2.co.nz 
 A: 283 Vaughn Road, Rotorua 
 W: www.tauharano2.co.nz/ 

Please do not hesitate to contact myself or Mana Newton if you wish to discuss this further.  

Your sincerely, 

 
Rowan Sapsford - Director 

Roam Consulting Limited  

 

CC: Mana Newton, Adrian Pike and Simon Bothamley  
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12 August 2020 

 

Todd Whittaker 

c/-Taupō District Council 

46 Horomatangi Street 

Taupō 3352 

 

Tena koe Todd 
 
SKY PLAY ADVENTURES RESOURCE CONSENT APPLICATION FURTHER INFORMATION REQUEST 

RESPONSE RE SITES OF SIGNIFICANCE  

Further to our discussion on the phone and your subsequent email, we understand that Taupō 
District Council are seeking additional information on the assessment undertaken by Perry Fletcher 
for Ngāti Tahau Ngāti Whaoa and also any additional information that the applicants may have 
relating to the sites of importance raised in submissions. 

I have attached information (Attachment 1) obtained from Ngāti Tahau Ngāti Whaoa regarding 
assessments undertaken by Perry Fletcher in 2017 and follow up in 2019 for the proposed zipline.  

The 2017 report is for an older iteration of the proposed development and the 2019 letter is 
confirmation that the latest version of the zipline is not compromising any known sites. It is important 
to note that as Perry Fletcher was acting for Ngāti Tahau Ngāti Whaoa he was only looking at Ngāti 
Tahau Ngāti Whaoa sites and values.  

The 2017 cultural assessment undertaken by Gayle Leaf (attached to the original application as 
Appendix 9) considered Ngāti Tuwharetoa sites and values. As noted, this assessment informed the 
design of the zipline including the location of the towers and runs. Additional advice was received 
verbally from Gayle at a hui facilitated by Te Kotahitanga o Ngāti Tūwharetoa Trust on 27 August 
2019. This advice resulted in a change of alignment for Run 5 so that it would not cross directly over 
Motuwaira.  

As discussed on the phone, some years ago Taupō District Council, in partnership with local hapū, 
commissioned a cultural assessment of the area around Taupō Town (which by memory included the 
subject site) to identify sites of importance. This work was completed by Gayle Leaf, and resulted in a 
silent file containing sites of importance. This file may include additional information on sites in the 
area. 
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In addition to the cultural assessment, other documents of relevance which show known sites in the 
area are “The Legacy of Ngatoroirangi” by Evelyn Stokes which can be viewed 
here: https://www.boprc.govt.nz/media/509127/the-legacy-of-ngatoroirangi-maori-customary-use-
of-geothermal-resources.pdf  

We have also reviewed the information held by the New Zealand Archaeological Association for the 
area on ARCHSITE (https://archsite.eaglegis.co.nz/NZAAPublic). A map from that site is attached 
(Attachment 2) and does not indicate any recorded sites in the vicinity of the proposed development. 

The submission by Te Rangiita Marae refers to numerous cultivation’s and burial sites around the 
Huka Falls area to te Kiriohinekai (Otupo). This submission references page 19 of Evelyn Stokes 1991 
publication relating to the Wairakei Geothermal Area. I have attached a copy of Page 19 for your 
reference as Attachment 3. This reference reinforces that there are other burial sites around the Huka 
Falls, however there is no further information on their actual location of proximity to the falls. 

The Nukuhau submission refers to the following sites; Taupō Moana, Te awa o Waikato, Otumuheke, 
Patuiwi, Hipapatua, Matarakutia, Waipuwerawera, Te Huka, Te Toka a Tia. These sites are all 
upstream of the proposed zipline with Te Toka a Tia (the Rock of Tia) the closest feature being 
approximatly 70m distant from the closest tower (not below zipline 1 as suggested in the Nukuhau 
submission).  

The Nukuhau submission identifies that there was a pa site under tower 1. This has not been raised in 
Mr Fletchers assessment or in Gayle Leaf’s report. 

In discussion with Ngāti Tahau Ngāti Whaoa on this matter, they were unaware of any pa sites located 
there and noted the following quote, "My ancestors had no fighting pa within this block, Te Pa o te 
Waira is the only place that could be called a pa. We had no occasion to build pa’s because no one 
opposed us. Our ancestral pa was at Maunganui outside Oruanui Block on the Taupō side. This was a 
pa belonging to Kurapoto. There was another on the Tauhara Block." Source-Te Hemepo te Hikarahui. 

This quote refers to Te Pa o te Waira which is referenced in the submission by Te Kapa o Te Rangiita ki 
Oruanui. We understand that this located on the island referred to on page 16 of the cultural 
assessment as Motuwaira. The proposed zipline crosses to the north of that island. Based on the 
above quite, if Te Pa o te Waira is the only pa in the area then it is unlikely that there would be 
another one at the proposed Tower 1 site. 

As requested, I have attached a revised plan of the zipline which shows the location of known sites 
within the vicinity of the proposed development. These are known sites identified in the cultural 
assessment and submissions. This map can be found in Attachment 4. 

As noted, a number of submissions refer to cultivation, food gathering, fishing and kokowai (ochre) 
sites being present. Those known sites are catalogued in the cultural assessment.  
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In addition, as noted by submissions, it is likely that there may be additional burial sites present in the 
wider area.  

To the best of our knowledge, based on the assessments undertaken by Perry Fletcher and Gayle 
Leaf, no known sites will be affected. Onsite inspections have not identified any physical presence of 
such sites. This does not mean that there are no additional sites present and if the submitters are able 
to provide additional information on the specific location of sites mentioned then this will certainly 
assist matters. 

The presence of unknown sites has been addressed by the applicants suggested conditions which 
include the presence of onsite kaitiaki present during excavations and a discovery protocol in the case 
of remains or remnants being unearthed. For your reference, these suggested conditions are set out 
in Attachment 5.  

I would also like to take this opportunity to correct one point of our presentation at the pre hearing 
meeting held 20 July. The presentation refers to an initial approach made to Ngāti Tuwharetoa (via 
TKT) in February 2015. This approach was made to the Tuwharetoa settlement entity which existed 
prior to Te Kotahitanga o Ngāti Tūwharetoa Trust being established. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you wish to discuss this information and assessment further.  

 

Your sincerely, 

 

Rowan Sapsford - Director 

Roam Consulting Limited  
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Attachment 1
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ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT 
Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa Runanga Trust 

Waiotapu Office 
PO Box 162, Reporoa 3060 

 
Ph: (07)366-6177 /Mob: (022)6581153 

Email: michelle@tahu-whaoa.com 

Ka ora te iwi – Ka ora te tangata 

Our Ref:  05/2015 
 
10 June 2019 
 
Adrian Pike and Simon Bothamley 
 
Huka Falls Zipline 
220 Caroline Drive 
RD 3 
Taupo 3379 
 
Tena korua, 
 
Re:  Huka Zipline Proposal 2019 
 
Thank you for your request for an updated cultural impact assessment for your latest preliminary 
design for the tower positions. As you are aware, Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa hold mana whenua status 
from the bottom of Huka Falls to Pohaturoa and as such this proposal is located within our rohe.  

As part of a previous cultural impact assessment undertaken in August 2017, Perry Fletcher 
identified that Ngatokahuihui was within the proposed Zipline area. This was a kokopu (native trout) 
catching place. Weirs were also placed elsewhere. On June 5 2019, Perry reviewed the latest 
preliminary design with Michelle Phillips and commented that the only other known area of cultural 
significance not already mentioned was that Zip Run 4 would travel above an island which was a 
known pa site for our iwi but that is now only visible as trees in the Waikato River due to erosion 
caused by the hydro dams altering the level of the River.  

Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa Runanga Trust support this proposal and will continue to assist Huka Zipline 
in ensuring that potential impacts on Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa values are considered where 
required. 

 Naku noa 

 
Michelle Phillips 
Resource Consents officer 
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Attachment 3 
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Attachment 4  
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Attachment 5  

Suggested Cultural Conditions: 

1. Prior to any physical works being initiated, and at the opening of the activity, a blessing will be undertaken. All iwi with 
association’s to the area will be invited to take part in this blessing.  

2. Cultural monitors will be present at the site during key earthworks / and ground disturbance activities in the case of a 
discovery of sites of significance (including koiwi tangata, waahi taoka, waahi tapu or other Māori artefact material) 
while these works are being undertaken. The applicant will approach all iwi with associations to the area to engage 
these monitors.  

3. Instigate an accidental discovery protocol similar to the following:  

(a) if the consent holder discovers koiwi tangata, waahi taoka, waahi tapu or other Maori artefact material, the 
consent holder shall without delay:  

(i) notify Council, tangata whenua and Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga and in the case of skeletal remains, 
the New Zealand Police.  

(ii) stop work within the immediate vicinity of the discovery to allow a site inspection by the Heritage New Zealand 
Pouhere Taonga, Iwi and the appropriate advisors, who shall determine whether the discovery is likely to be 
extensive, if a thorough site investigation is required, and whether an Archaeological Authority is required.  

(b) any koiwi tangata discovered shall be handled and removed by tribal elders responsible for the tikanga 
appropriate to its removal or preservation. Site work shall recommence following consultation with Council, the 
Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga, Tangata whenua, and in the case of skeletal remains, the New Zealand 
Police, provided that any relevant statutory permissions have been obtained;  

(c) if the consent holder discovers any feature or archaeological material that predates 1900, or heritage material, or 
disturbs a previously unidentified archaeological or heritage site, the consent holder shall without delay:  

(i) stop work within the immediate vicinity of the discovery or disturbance and;  

(ii) advise Council, the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga and in the case of Maori features or 
materials, the tangata whenua and if required, shall make an application for an Archaeological Authority 
pursuant to the New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 and;  

(iii) arrange for a suitably qualified archaeologist to undertake a survey of the site. (d) site work may only 
recommence following consultation with Council.  

 



Wairakei Canopy Tour
Sky Play Adventures and Tauhara North 2 Trust



Overview

• Taupō based dream - six years in the 
planning.
• Partnership with Tauhara North 2 Trust
• Tour of the river and surrounds - more than 

an adrenalin experience
• An opportunity to tell the story of the river, 

the environment and the people
• 11 tours per day with 10 visitors and 2 

guides per tour. 
• Start is at an office on the corner of Huka

Falls and Loop Road and shuttle to the start
• Each tour will be 1 ½ hours long
• Tenure is LINZ, DOC and TDC





Engagement Timeline

Initial approach made to Ngāti Tuwharetoa (via TKT), Ngāti Tahu -
Ngāti Whaoa and RaukawaKorero and hui (including site assessment) with NTNW and 

subsequent letter of support.

Korero and meeting with Rauhoto LRC and Raukawa and others, 
concerns raised by individuals

Dec 2014
Initial concept established – Option 1

Feb 2015

Mar – Dec
2015

Concept revised to roadside and riverside route – Option 2
Jan 2016

Option 2 not supported by TKT due to crossing redress sites
Mar 2016

Concept revised to roadside route – Option 3
June 2016

License to occupy gained from TDC for Option 3 
Sept 2016

Applicant approached by iwi advisors to explore other options

Ngāti Tuwharetoa advisors engaged to assist with korero with 
hapu and process  

Oct 2016

Concept revised to cross river – Option 4Oct 2016

Hui and korero with TDC, Te Ariki, Tutetawha

All supported concept and route 
Jan – May

2017
Engagement with TKT re route and concept

June 2017

Meeting with NTNW on site and follow up cultural assessment

NTNW confirmed their support for revised route

July 2017

MOU developed with Te Runanga O Te Kapa O Te Rangiita to 
provide applicant with 30-year unencumbered lease

Aug 2017

Cultural Impact Assessment developed – supported proposalAug 2017



Concerns raised by individuals re location consultation and MoU. 
Commercial arrangement with hapū through a trust suggested as 
a way of meeting concerns 

Mar 2018

Meeting with TMTB concerns raised re lack of engagement with 
TMTB no additional formal feedback but would discuss with hapu

Mar 2018

Discussions had with advisors re employment, training and 
revenue for hapū

June 2018
TKT Indicate that they are not able to provide support or 

comment on zipline application to cross redress lands – refer to 
Te Poari Mahi 

June 2018

Applicants approached by Tauhara North No 2 re involvement in 
the project

Feb 2019

Mar 2019
Concept revised to not cross redress lands– Option 5

Meeting with TKT to discuss proposal, excited by proposal and 
wanted to see whanau running the business over time

Sept 2019
Sept 2019

Concept revised to avoid waahi tapu site – Option 6

Follow up meeting with TKT representatives, applicants could not 
meet financial expectations but asked to keep korero flowing.

Sept 2019

Application Lodged with TDC and DOC
June 2019

Meeting with Raukawa on site – discovery protocol and onsite 
kaitiaki conditions identified

Oct 2019

Meeting with TMTB and provision of additional information
Dec 2019

Letter of support provided to LINZ for zipline from TKT
Jan 2018

Tauhara North No 2 become co-applicants
Mar 2020

Jan 2018
Lease application made to LINZ with letters of support from 
NTNW, Te Rūnanga O Te Kapa O Te Rangiita, Ngati Tutetawha



• Minimal disturbance to vegetation and land 
– use of helicopters and construction 
techniques mean earthworks kept to 
minimum
• Cultural assessment undertaken
• Site walkover by cultural researcher
• No known waahi tapu affected
• Cultural monitors during development
• Discovery protocol during disturbance
• Operated by local iwi 

Cultural 
Assessments 
and 
Protocols 



Significant environmental restoration – up to 300ha to be 
restored – traplines, weed control and restoration planting.
Funding actively being sought from the government.
Opportunity to extend this upriver. 



Employment 
and local 
value

• 90 development jobs
• Ecotour construction 60+ jobs 
• Up to 30 jobs for ecological restoration work p/a 

for first three years
• 40 Operational Jobs ongoing
• Up to 35 operational jobs p/a associated with 

the ecotour
• 5 jobs p/a associated with restoration, only 

sustained by the eco tour
• Prioritisation of training and employing local 

iwi  



Permissions

Permission From Status
License to occupy – Base area and 
True Left of River

LINZ Granted 

Land Use Resource Consent TDC Application lodged
Concession Application DOC Application lodged
License to occupy TDC In discussion

Comprehensive assessment of environmental effects developed with visual, ecological, traffic, noise and cultural 
assessments undertaken. 
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19 May 2020 

 

Todd Whittaker 

c/-Taupō District Council 

46 Horomatangi Street 

Taupō 3352 

 

Tena koe Todd, 
 
WAIRAKEI CANOPY TOUR  RESOURCE CONSENT APPLICATION SECTION 92 REQUEST RESPONSE 

Thank you for your letter of 14 April 2020 requesting further information relating to additional 
matters raised in submissions and to confirm the status of the application process.  

I have discussed these queries with the applicants (Skyplay Adventures Limited and Tauhara North 
No. 2 Trust) and our response is set out as follows. 

1. CULTURAL MATTERS AND CONSULTATION 

RFI 1: Does the applicant wish to undertake any further consultation with iwi and hapū to address the 
matters raised in submissions, and if so, please advise of a timeframe for this consultation and confirm 
that the application can go on hold to enable this consultation process to be undertaken.  

The applicant has been consulting with iwi and hapū since 2015 regarding the proposed 
development. The applicants, and their representatives, are continuing to actively engage with mana 
whenua at the current time. As ongoing discussions are being held with mana whenua, the applicants 
wish to have a hearing date confirmed as soon as possible. This will enable a parallel engagement 
process to be undertaken. 
RFI 2: Can you please respond to the submissions that have referred to and identified cultural sites along 
the Waikato River which may be affected by the proposal.  

As stated in the AEE, no identified cultural sites will be affected by the proposal. This view is based on 
the results of the cultural assessment which was submitted with the application and supported by the 
on-site assessments undertaken by Perry Fletcher (a cultural researcher) as part of the applicant’s 
engagement with Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa. Based on these assessments, the applicants are confident 
the proposed development avoids identified cultural sites. In relation to potential effects arising from 
the proximity of the proposed development to Te Waiheke o Huka (also known as “Te Toka a Tia) and 



 

 

Te Tāhake Hukahuka, the proposed activity is approximately 75m from Te Waiheke o Huka and 275m 
from the base of the falls.  

Also, the applicants will add conditions including having cultural monitors on site and an accidental 
discovery protocol (attached at the end of this document). 

 
2. ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION 

RFI 3: Can you please provide a framework and programme for the ecological restoration works that 
may then form the basis of a consent condition?  

As noted in the ecological assessment submitted with the application, Wildland Consultants identified 
opportunities for plant and animal pest control work in the area of the proposal. This work would 
result in restoration of the area and an overall environmental enhancement. This is stated in the 
concluding statements on page 40 of Wildlands Ecological Assessment as follows: 

“There is also considerable potential for ecological enhancement and for increasing 
participant awareness of the importance of ecological restoration and caring for the natural 
environment. Minor adverse ecological effects of the proposed operation can be reduced to 
less than minor through mitigation. Intensive sustained pest animal control, weed control, and 
restoration planting should be planned and implemented. These works have the potential to 
create net environmental gains through improvement of the ecological condition of the site 
and improved habitat for indigenous fauna. Ecological restoration at this site will complement 
previous and current work within the Waikato River Corridor, such as that undertaken by 
Greening Taupō. This work should be an integral part of the ‘story’ associated with the zip line 
tour.”  

Section 12 of that report sets out the components of a restoration plan, including the need to work 
with other conservation groups operating in the area and the development of an associated 
monitoring plan. Subsequent to the development of this report, the applicants have identified other 
opportunities to expand the restoration work to a wider area and include an education element 
which includes educational opportunities for local schools. 

To reflect these important matters the applicants are proposing a condition that a restoration (and 
associated monitoring) plan be developed by a suitably qualified professional (e.g. Wildland 
Consultants) and submitted to TDC for approval prior to the start of construction. A suggested 
ecological condition has been attached at the end of this document. 

 
  



 

 

3. TRAFFIC MATTERS  

RFI 4: Can you please provide clarification of the access route to the zipline course as discussed within 
the NZTA submission? 
 
RFI 5: Can you please comment on the access issues within the SH1/ETA designation which are also 
raised in the NZTA submission.  

 

The applicants have been engaging further with NZTA and TDC in respect to securing a safe access route 
to Tower 1. The result of these discussions is that access is no longer being sought on NZTA land (with 
the exception of using the ETA underpass). The revised access route to the zipline is shown on the 
following access map. The applicant is proposing to develop screens adjacent to this access route to 
avoid any risk from spray drift from the adjacent effluent irrigation area.  

NZTA have indicated that they are comfortable with the applicants using the underpass beneath the 
ETA.   

 
  

The  information  displayed  has  been  taken  from  Taupo  District
Council's GIS databases and maps. It is made available in good faith,
but  its  accuracy  or  completeness  is  not  guaranteed.  Position  of
property  boundaries are INDICATIVE only and  must not be  used for
legal purposes. Cadastral  information sourced from Land  Information
New  Zealand.  Crown  Copyright  Reserved.  This  map  is  not  to  be
reproduced without permission of TDC.

© Copyright Reserved Taupo District Council.

Zip Line Access
map

Map Produced from Mapi

Date Created:

Scale = 1: 4,000 (A4)

176.953

13 May 2020 8:46 a.m.

Meters

Proposed Access Route
Proposed Screen
Potential second  Screen

Proposed Site of Tower 1



 

 

RFI 6: Parking queries 

As previously noted, the application shows 18 parking spaces which include two bus parking spaces. 
This number was identified based on a Traffic Impact Assessment undertaken by Duncan Campbell 
which concludes that the level of parking provided will be more than adequate for the expected level 
of activity. This assessment was based on an understanding of the nature of the proposed operation, 
including the schedule of use, group numbers and key user markets.  

In the response to the previous request for further information, a plan of the Home Base area was 
provided which identified additional parking areas that can be used if required. These additional areas 
are shown on the plan below. We have shown very indicative parking spaces for these areas as 
follows:		

 

• Area A has room for six additional parks 
• Area B has room for two additional parks and the depth of the bus parking would be 

extended. 
• Area C has room for at least eight additional parks, however two of the current proposed 

parks would be lost to enable access. A single row of parks is shown, however more detailed 
planning could allow up to 15 new parks in this area. 

On balance there is space for at least 12 additional parks, but more likely 21.  

The applicant is happy to consider a consent condition that requires the opening up of areas A, B and 
C on an incremental basis as required. This would be determined by the results of a regular survey of 
carpark occupancy at peak times for the first 18 months of operation. 18 months is submitted as that 



 

 

is the minimum time required to gain a comprehensive working understanding of how people will be 
travelling to the tour. 

4. FIRE AND EMERGENCY NEW ZEALAND SUBMISSION  

RFI 7: Can you please clarify the water supply and provision for firefighting to satisfy FENZ. Please note 
that Roger Stokes has advised that Bike Taupo has installed a fire hydrant on the water main outside 
the café (though as yet TDC have not received the as-built plan from their consultants) and this may 
offer a resolution to the FENZ submission.  

While these are Building Act matters, the applicant confirms that all relevant regulations will be met. 
Also, it is correct that there is a new hydrant located close to the proposed office which will be used 
for firefighting purposes. 

5. PUBLIC HEALTH ISSUES RELATING TO EXISTING WASTEWATER SPRAY DISCHARGE.  

RFI 8: Can you please provide an assessment of any public health issues and how these may be mitigated 
between users of the zipline course and the wastewater discharge?  

The applicant is proposing to erect screens at key locations to stop the potential drift of irrigated 
treated effluent to the proposed activity. The Zip Line Access Map above shows the proposed 
locations of these screens. This is based on the approach used in Hawkes Bay to stop agrochemical 
spray drift from orchards onto public roads. The screen will be constructed from a non-woven 
polypropylene geotextile (basic stats attached) which will prevent effluent and associated nasties 
from hitting the shuttles etc. This solution has been tested with Taupo District Council who are 
comfortable with this response as a means to address concerns raised in their submissions. 

6. STATUS OF APPLICATION  

To confirm previous communications, the applicants wish that the application is progressed to a 
hearing at the earliest possible opportunity. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you wish to discuss this information and assessment further.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Rowan Sapsford – Director 

Roam Consulting Limited  



 

 

Proposed Cultural Site Conditions 

1. Cultural monitors (chosen by mana whenua) will be present on site during key ground 
disturbance activities in case of a discovery of sites or artefacts of significance while these 
works are being undertaken.  

2. If the consent holder discovers koiwi tangata, waahi taoka, waahi tapu or other Māori artefact 
material, the consent holder shall without delay: 

a) Notify Council, tangata whenua and Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga and in 
the case of skeletal remains, the New Zealand Police.  

b) Stop work within the immediate vicinity of the discovery to allow a site inspection by 
the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga, Iwi and the appropriate advisors, who 
shall determine whether the discovery is likely to be extensive, if a thorough site 
investigation is required, and whether an Archaeological Authority is required. 

3. Any koiwi tangata discovered shall be handled and removed by tribal elders responsible for 
the tikanga appropriate to its removal or preservation. Site work shall recommence following 
consultation with Council, the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga, tangata whenua, and 
in the case of skeletal remains, the New Zealand Police, provided that any relevant statutory 
permissions have been obtained;  

4. If the consent holder discovers any feature or archaeological material that pre-dates 1900, or 
heritage material, or disturbs a previously unidentified archaeological or heritage site, the 
consent holder shall without delay:  

a) Stop work within the immediate vicinity of the discovery or disturbance and;  
b) Advise Council, the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga, and in the case of Māori 

features or materials advise the tangata whenua, and if required, shall make an 
application for an Archaeological Authority pursuant to the New Zealand Pouhere 
Taonga Act 2014 and;  

c) Arrange for a suitably qualified archaeologist to undertake a survey of the site.  
d) Site work may only recommence following consultation with Council.  

Proposed Ecological Restoration Conditions 

1. Prior to physical works being initiated the applicants will provide to the Council an ecological 
restoration plan for the section of the Waikato River Corridor between (but not necessarily 
limited to) Platforms 1 and 8. This plan will be subject to approval by the Council. 

2. The plan will be developed by a suitably qualified and experienced ecologist, to ensure that the 
proposed restoration works achieve improved ecological condition a net environmental gain for 
the site. 

3. The restoration plan will be for the tenure occupied by the development and address 
opportunities and measures to improve the ecological state of the subject area as generally 



 

 

addressed in Wildland Consultants August (2019) ASSESSMENT OF ECOLOGICAL EFFECTS FOR A 
PROPOSED ZIP LINE TOUR NEAR HUKA FALLS Contract Report No. 5077  

4. The plan will provide details on the following: 

a) Control of pest plants. 
b) Control of pest animals. 
c) Indigenous planting, including species to be used, eco-sourcing, planting spacings 

and management. 
d) Monitoring. 
e) Education initiatives 
f) Any collaborative initiatives identified with other entities undertaking conservation 

works in the area. 
g) Timing of the above actions. 

4. A brief report will be provided to the Council annually on each of the above activities for 5 years.  
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