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To whom it may concern, 

The following submission evidence is provided to as background information supporting the verbal 

evidence to be given by the Chairman of the Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa Runanga Trust at the Taupo 

District Council Hearing for the resource consent application by Skyplay Adventures Ltd to be held 30 

September 2020. It accompanies the Runanga’s original submission in support of the consent 

application dated 5 March 2020. 

 

Introduction to Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa 
 
Mana Whenua-Land: Our Authority 

From Te Waiheke o Huka (Huka Falls) to the south, we extend east to our pouwhenua at 

Ngapuketerua beyond the Rangitaiki River, then northward across the plains of Kaingaroa to 

Wairapukao and further on to Pekepeke.  From here we extend to our northern pouwhenua at 

Maunga Kakaramea, turning west to the Paeroa Range and on to Orakei Korako on the banks of the 

Waikato River, the birth place and principal papakainga of Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa. From Orakei 

Korako we extend further west to Pohaturoa, an ancient pa site. These are the pouwhenua, the 

geographical marker points that describe the rohe in which Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa is recognised as 

an iwi with mana whenua. 



 

Ka ora te iwi – Ka ora te tangata 

 

The Deed in Relation to a Co-Management Framework for the Waikato River, signed between Te 

Arawa River Iwi and the Crown, 9th March 2010, sets out the statement of significance of the 

Waikato River to the Te Arawa River Iwi. The Waikato River settlement legislation has recognised 

and affirmed the significance to Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa Iwi of the Waikato River from Huka Falls to 

Pohaturoa at Atiamuri. Through Treaty Settlements entered into as part of Te Pumautanga o Te 

Arawa, Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa has had customary lands returned. The iwi is part of the Central 

North Island Iwi Collective, with mana whenua status recognised for parts of the Kaingaroa Forest.  

While not in iwi ownership, other land within the DOC estate has been acknowledged through 

settlement processes as being of particular significance to the iwi. 

Comprehensive background to the iwi assertions of mana whenua can be found in the Deeds of 

Settlement and settlement legislation. Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whāoa owns 4,500 hectares (11,000 acres) 

of land adjacent to the Waikato River between Te Waiheke o Huka and Pohaturoa. Land use across 

these blocks include: dairying, dry stock, cropping, forestry and geothermal energy generation.  

 
Overview of environmental features of our rohe 
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Central to our identity is Orakei Korako, the original settlement and ukaipo of the iwi, a place of 

great significance to us.  Here the iwi resided, alongside the ngawha, on the banks of the Waikato 

River – taonga that characterise the rohe of Ngati Tahu–Ngati Whaoa. 

Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa had many kainga, cultivations and burial caves along the edges of the 

Waikato River.  Three of our four marae are situated along the Waikato River, the fourth marae 

being adjacent to Mangahoanga Stream, a tributary of the Waiotapu Stream, which is in itself a 

tributary of the Waikato.  The pristine headwaters of the Waikato River and its extensive wetlands 

provided the iwi with all we needed – pure water, abundant kai, and diverse resources and materials 

for our use. 

Map 1.  Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa traditional lands and marae 
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The Waikato River settlement legislation has recognised and affirmed the significance to Ngati Tahu-

Ngati Whaoa Iwi of the Waikato River from Huka Falls to Pohaturoa at Atiamuri. Through Treaty 

Settlements entered into as part of Te Pumautanga o Te Arawa, Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa has had 
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customary lands returned.  The iwi is part of the Central North Island Iwi Collective, with mana 

whenua status recognised for parts of the Kaingaroa Forest. 

Geothermal areas were favoured by our tupuna for settlements, providing precious warmth and hot 

bathing, natural cooking and preserving, and sites for ritual purposes and healing.  Our iwi traded 

unique materials of the rohe such as kokowai, the clay pigment generated by geothermal activity.   

Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa has an active role to play in kaitiakitanga over a number of geothermal 

fields within our rohe.  Several iwi Trusts are landowners and joint venture partners in geothermal 

developments.  Geothermal habitat also harbours some of the rarest plants in the country.   

There are extensive forest areas in Tutukau and the Paeroa ranges that provide homes for plants and 

animals, healing rongoa, resources for cultural materials, and connections to the Waikato River.  Our 

rohe was known for its freshwater resources, wetlands (repo), and birdlife associated with the 

water.   

Wahi tapu and historic sites of significance to the iwi are found throughout the rohe, alongside the 

river and waterways, on high hilltops and in areas of native forest and pine forestry.  

All of these taonga and more have great cultural significance to our iwi and we want to see them 

prosper under our care. 

History of the iwi and resources 

The following historical description is from the Deed in Relation to a Co-Management Framework for 

the Waikato River, signed between Te Arawa River Iwi and the Crown, 9th March 2010.  

 

“Our History” 

Our people have occupied these lands since the arrival of our Tupuna Ariki Tahu Matua. Tahu Matua 

arrived here in Aotearoa before the arrival of the seven waka from Hawaiki. Our Tupuna Whaoa is 

some generations younger. Whaoa descends from Tahu Matua on his mother’s side, Hinewai, and he 

descends from Atuamatua on his father’s side, Paengatu. 

As a tribe, we derive our name from our ancestors Tahu Matua and Whaoa. Through successive 

generations of inter-marriage with neighbouring iwi, our tribal members also trace descent from 

ancestors who arrived on the Arawa, Mataatua and Tainui waka. 

From the arrival of our Tupuna Ariki we have asserted and maintained mana whenua and mana 

whakahaere through continued ahi karoa (occupation) and possession of our lands and taonga. 

Prior to the arrival of European settlers to Aotearoa – New Zealand, Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa was an 

autonomous, independent and self-governing confederation of hapu. These hapu included: Ngati 

Tahu, Ngati Karaka, Ngati Maru, Ngati Hinewai, Ngati Whaoa, Ngati Rahurahu, Ngati Matarae and 

Ngati Te Rama. 

As Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa we exercised tino rangatiratanga over our traditional rohe. The historical 

hapu no longer form distinct communities within Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa. In more recent times the 

descendants of our many tupuna have operated as a single tribal grouping known today as Ngati 

Tahu-Ngati Whaoa. 
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“Our Marae” 

Today, three of our Marae (Ohaki - Tahu Matua, Waimahana – Rahurahu and Te Toke – Te Rama) 

are situated on the banks of the Waikato River with Mangahoanga Marae – Matarae standing 

adjacent to the Mangahoanga stream. The Mangahoanga stream runs into the Waiotapu River, a 

major tributary of the Waikato River. The tribe has acknowledged our ancestor Whaoa by giving his 

name to the wharenui which stands on the school grounds of Reporoa College. 

“Our Lands” 

Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa lands and resources were held in customary tenure where tribal collective 

custodianship remained paramount. In the exercise of our rangtiratanga the tribe sought to ensure 

that very little land within the Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa rohe was permanently alienated. 

As a tribe, Ngati Tahu–Ngati Whaoa was actively engaged in commerce and trade. Our people had 

seasonal kainga and cultivations spread throughout our traditional rohe capitalising on micro 

climates, diverse soils and winter and summer safe areas. 

Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa claim that prior to the establishment of the Native Land Court, we were 

essentially autonomous and economically prosperous. Our people produced and sold commodities 

such as cattle, pigs, duck, vegetables, wheat, oats, potatoes, flax and timber. Our people were also 

engaged in a range of commercial activities. Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa used commodities such as red 

ochre, kerera, tuna, fish and minerals from our geothermal resources for customary trade with other 

iwi. 

The Native Land Court was established under the Native Land Acts of 1862 and 1865 to determine 

the owners of Māori land “according to Native Custom” and to convert customary title into title 

derived from the Crown. The Crown’s pre-emptive right of land purchase was also set aside, enabling 

Māori to lease and sell their lands with few restrictions. As was often the case in the 1860s there was 

limited consultation concerning this legislation, and the Crown did not specifically consult Ngati 

Tahu-Ngati Whaoa. 

The Native Land Court awarded Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa approximately 150,000 hectares (370,000 

acres) and 80% of these lands fall within the Waikato River catchment. 

Land blocks awarded by the Native Land Court, vesting sole ownership to Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa 

include: 

Kaingaroa No.2 (October 1867), Paeroa South (September 1884), Tahorakuri (February 1887), 

Tauhara North (January 1869), Tutukau East (February 1886) and Rotomahana Parekarangi 3A (May 

1882). 

Land blocks awarded by the Native Land Court vesting dominant ownership to Ngati Tahu-Ngati 

Whaoa include: 

Paeroa East (July 1881). 

Land blocks awarded by the Native Land Court vesting shared ownership to Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa 

along with other neighbouring tribes include: 

Oruanui (February 1878). 
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Land blocks that Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa have a historical customary association with include: 

Tutukau West, Tauri, Kaingaroa 1A, Hangihangi, part Kaingaroa No.1, part Rotomahana Parekarangi 

6A, part Tatua West, and part Tatua East. 

Subsequent fragmentation and alienation of Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa Lands contributed to the 

erosion of our traditional tribal structures, our economic independence and the social fabric of our 

tribe. Land loss caused great pain and grief to our people and a sense of that grievance was 

illustrated in a letter submitted to the Crown by Kamariera Heretaunga and 54 others. It reads: 

“Great is the pain and grief afflicted us by reason of the Crown. The reason for our pain is that we do 

not call this land earth, but the flesh and bones of our dead. Gone are the burial sites, gone are the 

settlements, gone are the cultivations. Sir, great is our pain and grief”. (Orakei Korako, 18 November 

1895). 

Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa also lost land along the banks of the Waikato River due to takings under the 

Public Works Acts. 

“Our Responsibility” 

Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whāoa owns 4,500 hectares (11,000 acres) of land adjacent to the Waikato River 

between Te Waiheke o Huka and Pohaturoa. Land use across these blocks include: dairying, dry 

stock, cropping, forestry and geothermal energy generation. These blocks are currently administered 

by: Ngati Tahu Tribal Trust, Tauhara North Trusts, Tahorakuri Forest Trust, Takapou Farm Trust, 

Paeroa South Farm Trust and Tutukau East Z Farm Trust. 

Through the Treaty settlements entered into as part of Te Pumautanga o Te Arawa and the Central 

North Island Iwi Collective, there is an opportunity for Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa to have our 

customary lands returned making us one of the largest land owners in the Waikato River catchment. 

Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa is in a unique position of perpetual, inter-generational land ownership. 

Activities on the Waikato River and within its catchment continue to significantly impact on the 

health and wellbeing of the River. Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa must play a leadership role in developing 

new initiatives focused on innovative land use techniques and technologies and River initiatives 

focused on cultural revitalisation. 

“Our Geothermal Taonga” 

Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa has a historical, cultural and contemporary association with geothermal 

resources within our traditional rohe. Such resources were used for cooking, drinking, bathing and 

healing. Large kainga and cultivations were often established around these taonga such as at Orakei 

Korako, Ohaki and Waiotapu. 

With the passing of the Geothermal Energy Act 1953, Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa lost control of and 

access to some of our geothermal taonga. 

The geothermal fields within our traditional rohe include: 

Rotokawa (Tauhara North), Broadlands (Kaingaroa No.2), Ohaki (Tahorakuri), Nga Tamariki 

(Tahorakuri), Reporoa (Paeroa East), Waiotapu (Paeroa East), Waikite (Rotomahana Parekarangi), Te 

Kopia (Rotomahana Parekarangi), Orakei Korako (Tutukau) and Atiamuri (Tatua West). 
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“Our Awa” 

Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa had many kainga, cultivations and burial caves along the banks of the 

Waikato River. The River provided many benefits to our people and was often used to transport 

produce that was traded with other Iwi and early settlers. 

Paramount to Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa is our participation in a co-management regime that 

protects, preserves and where possible restores our wahi tapu and taonga. From our perspective a 

co-management regime focused on the health and wellbeing of the Waikato River is one process by 

which to achieve our objective. 

The close connection Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa has with the Waikato River is illustrated by the 

significant number of places held sacred along the River from Te Waiheke o Huka to Pohaturoa. 

Kaitiakitanga – Mana whenua – Mana whakahaere  

Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa have customary interests and rights over resources in the area, and also 

responsibilities to uphold kaitiakitanga over the natural taonga of the rohe. 

Customary interests arise because our tupuna managed and used these resources over centuries, 

holding mana whenua (status within our lands) due to our ahi ka roa (enduring occupation).  These 

rights were not extinguished when European settlers arrived; indeed Te Tiriti o Waitangi 

acknowledges and guarantees tino rangatiratanga (sovereignty) over our natural resources, and 

therefore our mana whenua remains.   

In applying mana whenua and kaitiakitanga, Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa aims to manage resources with 

the approach of a respectful caregiver, so that they may continue to flourish and be available for 

future generations.  This encompasses exerting our mana whakahaere – our authority to exercise 

our rights and responsibilities - to achieve environmental enhancement, appropriate use, and 

cultural health through practices guided by our tikanga.  This is not an exploitative and exclusive 

form of leadership, but a responsible and inclusive one, so that all may benefit.   

Iwi Environmental Activities 
The Ngati Tahu- Ngati Whaoa Runanga Trust continues to carry out environmental restoration work 

throughout the rohe. Many of these works include projects with our iwi partners or commercial 

interests within the rohe such as the Department of Conservation (DOC), Eastern Fish and Game, 

Timberlands, Contact Energy, Landcorp (Pamu), Wairakei Pastoral and Fonterra. 

Some of the Runanga’s most notable projects within the vicinity of where the applicant wishes to 

carry out their activity are: 

Working with DOC at Rotokawa: 

 Assisted in the development of the Rotokawa Reserve Management Plan 

 Rangatahi volunteered to participate in pest trapping within the Rotokawa Reserve 

 Iwi member involved with native plant seed gathering (in case of ingress of Myrtle Rust) 

 Iwi members assisted with Red bearded orchid monitoring 

Kohatu at Aratiatia Reserve:  
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Established a Kohatu at the Aratiatia Reserve to retain and tell our iwi stories as part of a River 

Journey from Huka Falls to Pohaturoa. 

 

Nga Awa Purua Restoration Work:  2015-Present 

Treated wilding pine and other exotic plants along approximately 4.5kms of the Waikato River within 

this block. 

Planted and maintained approximately 15,000 native seedlings over the past 6 years and this work is 

still ongoing. 

Supported Tauhara North No2 Trust to plant another 20,000 trees and establish a wetland, with a 

further 35ha of blackberry, scrub, weeds and wilding pines cleared and either grassed or replanted. 

 

The Tauhara North No2 Trust and Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa Runanga Trust have worked in 

collaboration to restore the mauri of these lands and to protect the waterways and other taonga 

since 2015 and are committed to the continuation of the ecological enhancement of all lands within 

our rohe boundaries.   

Naku noa, na 

 

 
Michelle Phillips 
 
Environmental Resource Consents Officer 
Ngati Tahu-Ngati Whaoa Runanga Trust 
 

 


