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Taupo District Plan Assessment Criteria 
 
  



Relevant District Plan Assessment Criteria 4g.4 
 

 4g.4.3 Building Height and Setback 

 4g.4.5 Parking, Loading and Access 

 4g.4.6 Earthworks 

 4g.4.9 Shop Frontage 

 4g.4.10 Verandahs 

 

 

4g.4.3     BUILDING HEIGHT AND SETBACK  

 The extent to which the proposed building height or setback will: 

i. adversely affect the streetscape and general character and amenity of the 

Taupō Town Centre location; 

ii. reduce the privacy or outlook of adjoining allotments; 

iii. have an overbearing effect on other allotments within the Taupō Town Centre 

Environment. 

 The extent of additional shading from the projection, including the amount of 

shadow cast and the period of time the adjacent allotments or the street is 

affected. 

 The extent to which the projection is necessary due to the shape or nature and 

physical features of the allotment. 

 Proposed methods for the avoidance, remedying or mitigation of potential adverse 

effects, and the degree to which they would be successful including: 

i. the extent to which topography, alternative design, planting or setbacks can 

mitigate the adverse effects of the extra height. 

e.     To assist with the application of the above assessment criteria, the following urban 

design outcomes should be achieved: 

i. New buildings should be designed to minimize overshadowing of public 

space. Buildings on the northern and western sides of public space should 

not exceed a 1:3 height to width ratio to ensure the space receives at least 

two hours of sunlight during peak activity periods (i.e. 12pm- 2pm) in 

winter. 

ii. Over height buildings should step down towards the street edge at intervals 

to integrate with the scale of existing built form.  

iii. Where buildings exceed height they should frame public space and create 

landmark and entry statements 

iv. Buildings should generally be built up to the building lines. Building 

setbacks should only be used to create larger squares and public 

spaces adjacent to laneways. 

 

4g.4.6     EARTHWORKS 

a. Detraction from the amenity of adjoining allotments in terms of such matters as 

noise and dust occurring as a result of the earthworks, and the resulting impact on 

the use of these allotments. 

b. Potential for the creation of a nuisance effect for residents within the area. 

c. Time period for which soil will be exposed. 

d. Proposed methods for the avoidance, remedying or mitigation of potential adverse 

effects and the degree to which they would be successful including: 



i. planned rehabilitation, recontouring and revegetation or the retention of 

existing vegetation. 

ii. Whether there are any Archaeological sites, and the potential effect of the 

earthworks on these sites. 

iii. The degree to which an Earthworks Management Plan manages the 

environmental effects of earthworks and prevents adverse effects arising, in 

particular sediment discharges and dust nuisance. 

iv. The degree to which the finished ground levels reflect the contour of adjoining 

sites, and any potential impacts on stability of neighbouring properties and 

existing stormwater flow patterns. 

 

4g.4.5     PARKING, LOADING AND ACCESS 

a. Extent to which the safety and efficiency of the roading network, road hierarchy or 

users of the road would be adversely affected. 

b. Whether there will be any adverse effects, or increased conflict with the safety of 

pedestrians using the allotment, or adjoining road, footpath or vehicle crossing.  

c. The type of vehicles using the site, their intensity, the time of day the site is 

frequented and the likely anticipated vehicle generation. 

d. Any adverse visual or nuisance effects on the amenity and character of the 

surrounding area and the Taupō Town Centre Environment. 

e. Effect of factors in the surrounding roading network including the position and 

function of the road within the road hierarchy, the actual speed environment of the 

road, volume of traffic using the road and any other factors that will prevent 

congestion and confusion between vehicles. 

f. Adequacy of parking to be supplied on site for the needs of the activity and whether 

it can be demonstrated that a less than normal demand is anticipated. 

g. Proposed methods for avoidance, remedying or mitigation of potential adverse 

effects, and the degree to which they would be successful including:  

i. measures to improve visibility to and from the vehicle crossing point, and 

alternative construction, location or design;  

ii. alternative options for the supply of the required parks, including cash in lieu 

of parking.  

 

4g.4.9 SHOP FRONTAGE 

a. Whether the appearance of the building will mitigate the visual effects of the 

reduced area of display windows. 

b. The ability of the building to fit into the character of the surrounding area. 

c. Proposed methods for the avoidance, remedying or mitigation of potential adverse 

effects, and the degree to which they would be successful. 

 

4g.4.10 VERANDAHS 

a. The effects of an alternative design on the character of the area. 

b. The effect of an alternative design upon the safety of pedestrian and vehicle traffic 

and pedestrian weather protection. 

c. Proposed methods for the avoidance, remedying or mitigation of potential adverse 

effects, and the degree to which they would be successful. 


