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COMMUNITY NEWS WITH TAUPŌ DISTRICT COUNCIL  20 SEPTEMBER 2019 

Sep 20	� Get Set Event Hire Race Day, Taupō Racing Club

Sep 20 – 23	� New Zealand Junior Rugby Festival,  
Owen Delany Park

Sep 21	� Wai-o-taka River Community Planting, Turangi

Sep 21	� International Peace Day Walk, Taupō lakefront

Sep 21 – Oct 28	� Spring has Sprung, Taupō Museum 

Until Sep 23	� Small Worlds, Taupō Museum 

Sep 24	� Mental Skills through Powerful Conversations, 
AC Baths

Sep 27	� Landslide – Fleetwood Mac tribute show, 
Turangi Tavern

For more information visit www.lovetaupo.com

WHAT'S ON?

TURANGI-TONGARIRO 

FINANCIAL REPORT RELEASED
A PUBLIC MEETING was held in Turangi this week to inform 

the community about the results of an independent financial 

and rating analysis for the ward.

An external report was commissioned after Turangi residents 

requested an assessment of the council’s finances and rates, 

with a specific focus on Turangi-Tongariro.

The meeting was hosted by Taupō District Council with 

presentations from PriceWaterhouseCoopers, who undertook 

the work, and the independent chair of the council’s audit and 

risk committee, Anthony Byett.

Mr Byett said the report provides clarification of revenue and 

expenditure over the last seven financial years.

“Over that time, we have seen a slightly higher spend for 

Turangi-Tongariro when compared with the rates revenue 

collected in the ward each year. 

“This includes costs directly attributed to Turangi-Tongariro, 

for example the library and pools, as well as a 20 per cent share 

of the total expenditure for the district which covers centralised 

expenses like customer service and dog control that are not 

only used in Turangi-Tongariro, but district-wide,” he said.

“The independent report also confirmed that council’s approach 

to allocating district wide overheads by a percentage share is 

appropriate,” Mr Byett said.

The report can be found at taupo.govt.nz/PWCReport2019.
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Jun 29  BANFF Mountain Film Festival, Great Lake Centre

Jun 30  Greening Taupō and Contact Energy community 
planting day, Taupō 

Jun 30  A Gift of Music, Great Lake Centre 

Until Jul 1  Matariki Hunga Nui, Taupō Museum

Jul 4  Late Night at the Museum, Taupō Museum

For more information visit www.lovetaupo.com

WHAT'S ON?

SWIM CHALLENGE 
COMING TO AC BATHS
ALL AVID SWIMMERS in both Turangi and now Taupō 

are invited to clock up a few kilometres at the pool and 

enter the Margaret Sweeney Challenge. 

The challenge is named in honour of Margaret Sweeney, 

who represented New Zealand in breaststroke the 1950 

British Empire Games and who was the fi rst person to 

swim the length of Lake Taupō. 

Entrants in the Margaret Sweeney Challenge must swim 

25 or 50 kilometres over a three-month period, with those 

who fi nish the former distance receiving a certifi cate and 

those doing the 50km distance being awarded a medal. 

Entry to the Challenge is free, and participants choose 

how much and how often they want to swim. 

Business and operations manager Scott Attenborough 

said it was great the Challenge would also be held in Taupō. 

“We’re really excited to have the Challenge coming to 

the AC Baths. People often think of our district’s pools 

as a summer thing, but with our thermal heating they 

really come into their own in winter. And this is great for 

everyone – you don’t have to be a competitive swimmer 

or super fi t, you can just do it at your own pace. You can 

also nominate a friend to take up the challenge and work 

on it together.”

The Margaret Sweeney Challenge begins in Turangi 

and Taupō on July 1, and entrants can sign up at any time 

by visiting the reception desk at either pool. 

Colder overnight temperatures have seen our contractors doing 

some work during the day. 

There will be seal laying, line-marking and a cycle lane created 

over the next week or so between 9am and 3pm around the 

intersection of Wairakei Drive and Norman Smith Street. 

Our contractors will try to manage any congestion issues as 

best they can as they arise. 

The project is on target for the new intersection layout and 

tra�  c lights to become operational in early July.

NORTHERN CORRIDOR: 
IMPROVEMENTS AHEAD OF SCHEDULE

Update

BUDDING LOCAL BODY politicians can fi nd out more 

about standing for Taupō District Council or Waikato 

Regional Council at a series of information sessions 

next week.

The sessions provide information to prospective 

candidates around the nomination process, campaigning, 

time commitments and legislation that is applicable during 

the election itself. Those intending on running can learn 

what they could expect if they are successful at the election 

and serve our community on a council. 

The Taupō District Council election will be for the 

mayor and 11 councillors, including one from the newly 

established Taupō East Rural ward, seven from the Taupō 

ward, two from Turangi/Tongariro and one from Mangakino. 

There will also be an election for the Turangi/Tongariro 

Community Board which will include four members from 

Turangi town and two members from the remaining area 

the ward covers.

Nominations open Friday, July 19 for the local elections 

in October.

EVER THOUGHT ABOUT SERVING
YOUR COMMUNITY AT COUNCIL?

PLASTIC FREE JULY NEARS
As we head into the middle of the year, we are again 

working hard to look after the place we love by holding 

events during Plastic Free July. 

There is something for everyone if you want to educate 

yourself and others by attending a workshop or by making 

something, such as a reusable ‘boomerang bag’.

Events are being held across the Taupō district, so 

whether you’re in Mangakino, Turangi or Taupō, you can be 

part of the months’ festivities without travelling too far. 

For more information, keep an eye out on social media or 

go to taupo.govt.nz/plasticfreejuly. 

INFORMATION SESSIONS

July 1  Presentation

Council chamber, 107 Heuheu Street, 

Taupō

7pm-8.30pm

July 2 Drop -in session

Taupō customer service centre, 

46 Horomatangi Street, Taupō

9.30am-10.30am.

July 2  Presentation

Mangakino service centre, Mangakino

1pm-2.30pm

July 2 Drop-in session

Turangi service centre, Turangi

4.30pm-5.30pm

July 2 Presentation

Turangi service centre, Turangi

7pm-8.30pm

IT’S NEARLY TIME TO 
REGISTER YOUR DOG 
FOR THE YEAR
DOG REGISTRATIONS WILL have arrived in your 

mailbox, or your inbox if you’re signed up to receive 

them online.

Signing up online is easy and it’s a great way to help us 

save paper – and for you to avoid queues! All you have 

to do is go to dogs online and set up an account, and 

once you’re done you can register, pay and manage all 

your details online.

To set up your account, you will need your customer 

number and dog owner number. If you don’t have these, 

give us a call and we can provide you with the details 

you’ll need. Otherwise, they should be on your most 

recent dog registration form.

Remember, dogs need to be registered by July 1 and 

please make sure we have your correct address 

details as these are sent to you in the post.

All dogs over three months of age need to 

be registered for the 2018/19 year as soon as 

they reach this age.

please make sure we have your correct address 

All dogs over three months of age need to 

be registered for the 2018/19 year as soon as 

AFTER FOUR TERMS as a Turangi Tongariro Community 

Board member and almost two as a Taupō District 

Councillor, Maggie Stewart is ready for the next chapter.

Well known in Turangi for her long involvement in 

the community, Maggie says that, while she will not be 

standing for council in October, she will continue to work 

for the place she loves.

Her work outside of council has included the local 

foodbank, Maggie’s Storecupboard – which helps those 

in need with home appliances and furnishing – and 

the community Christmas dinners she has organised 

for 10 years. 

“My commitment to working for my community hasn’t 

changed, and it never will, but I feel it’s time for a change 

in the way I work for it. 

“I’ve thoroughly enjoyed my time on the board and in 

council, and it’s been great to work with so many council 

colleagues and staff that are genuinely passionate about 

doing the best for the district,” she says. 

Maggie first became involved in the Turangi Tongariro 

Community Board in 2001, inspired by a desire to give 

Turangi young people something to do and focus on. 

During her time on the board, she has been instrumental 

in the creation of the local skate park as well as the 

establishment of the Turangi Youth Council and Rangitahi 

Day, which won the Trustpower cultural and district awards. 

In 2014, Maggie stood for council and served almost 

two terms after being re-elected in a by-election for the 

Turangi-Tongariro ward in 2017, during which time she 

worked on developing the joint Turangitukua Reserves 

Management Plan, the Lake Taupō Protection Trust and 

promoted the sister city relationship that Turangi has with 

Kitashiobara in Japan. 

In addition to this, as well as being council’s main contact 

for the western bay communities, and taking an active 

interest in council’s policy work and the functions of the 

audit and risk committee.

“I’ve always enjoyed the debates around the council 

table, as well as working with council colleagues and staff. 

“There are some big decisions to be made, one being 

the new council administration building. Having listened 

to the submissions, I really feel the right decision has been 

made in opting to build. Renting is a never-ending story, 

while building means we have an asset at the end of the 

day, which won’t be at the mercy of the rental market. 

“This is a fantastic place to live and it’s been a real 

honour to have the support of the community during my 

time on the board and in council.”

MAKE YOUR VOTE COUNT
WITH PLENTY HAPPENING in the Taupō District, voting 

gives us all the chance to have our say on who is elected to 

council for the next three years. 

Voting in the local elections starts today and ends at noon 

on Saturday October 12. Voting documents will be sent to all 

enrolled voters over the next few days. If you do not receive 

these documents, please contact council from Thursday 

September 26.

If you are wanting to post your vote back, it is recommended 

they be in the post by Monday October 7 to make sure they 

reach the elector in time to be counted.

Anyone needing to cast their vote early, if travelling overseas 

for example, should contact council to have a special vote 

issued.

Visit taupo.govt.nz/elections for more information.

DO YOU KNOW a special young person who deserves 

recognition for their achievements? Now is the time to 

nominate them for the annual Taupō District Youth Awards.

There are five award categories: arts, academic, sports, 

leadership/innovation, and resilience, with nominations 

split across years 7-8, years 9-11 and years 12-13. 

A panel of judges will select a winner and runner-up in 

each of the age groups. In addition, there is an award for the 

Overall Outstanding Achiever. This award is chosen from 

the winners of the five categories across all age groups. 

Parents, friends, school teachers, coaches and club or 

organisation leaders can nominate young people they 

think excel in any of the categories. Nominations are 

open to any student living in the Taupō District, even if 

they attend school outside the district.

Nomination forms are now available at taupo.govt.nz/

youthawards and close on November 1, with the awards to 

be held on November 20 at 7pm at the Great Lake Centre.

YOUTH AWARD NOMINATIONS OPEN


