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The British Standard 5252 framework focuses and relates the colours in
terms of selected steps based on the visual attributes of hue, greyness and weight.

Hue is the attribute of redness, yellowness, blueness and so on of a
colour.

The framework has 12 horizontal hue rows in spectral sequence, plus
a further row for neutral colours (i.e. without hue), numbered and
named as follows:

02 red-purple 16 Dblue-green
04 red 18 Dblue

06 yellow-red 20 purple-blue
08 yellow-red 22 violet

10 yellow 24 purple

12  green-yellow

14 green 00 neutral

The specific hues have been selected to represent all main regions of
hue and to produce as many harmonious combinations as possible.
Two yellow-red rows are included, one (row 08) to give light browns
without pinkness and to harmonise with yellowish woods, stones,
bricks, etc; the other row (row 06) to give light pinkish browns and
browns in harmony with reddish woods, etc.

Greyness

Greyness is the estimated grey content of colours. The framework
divides the colours into five groups - A to E, representing steps of
diminishing greyness as follows:

Group A grey Group D nearly clear

Group B nearly grey Group E  dear
Group C  grey/clear

Weight

Weight is a subjective term for lightness modified as necessary to
produce colours of the same character in different hues.

The framework provides for up to eight vertical columns of colours of
equal weight in each greyness group ranging from lightest on the left
of the group to darkest or heaviest on the right.

Columns are numbered from the left-hand column of Group A (01)
to the right-hand column of Group E (58). The numbering, however,
is not regular across eight columns in each group, because some
column numbers were established as standard in BS4800.

In Group A and B and substantially in Group C, columns of equal
weight have equal lightness, In Group D and E, equal weight requires
modifications of lightness in some columns.

Black and white

Clear black and white are the poles of the weight scale and are extra
1o the eight columns of weight common to every greyness group. In
theory, they should be positioned in separate columns at the extreme
right and left respectively of Group E but their inclusion in BS4800 has
prevented alteration to their code references.

Identification of colours

Each colour is identified by a code that indicates its position on the
framework and consists of three parts. For example: 08815, 24€53

(a) The first part signifies hue and consists of a number with two
numerals (neutral colours are designated 00).

(b) The second part signifies greyness and consists of a letter A to E.

() The third part signifies weight and consists of a number with two
numerals.

Codes with the same first pair of numerals identify colours in the
same hue row, codes with the same letter indicate colours in the same
greyness group and codes with the same second pair of numerals
identify colours in the same weight column.

All derived standards specifying colours will use the same codes for
the colours as given in this British Standard. Colours that fit into blank
spaces in the framework have a co-ordinated relationship to the
published colours but cannot be regarded as British Standard colours.

Application

In general, derived colour standards will be of two kinds: those that
specify colours for one particular type of material, such as paints,
plastics and vitreous enamels, and those that specify colours for a
particular use but are not tied to one material, such as colours for
farm building exteriors, office and school fumniture and equipment and
flooring materials.

Selection of colours from this standard for derived standards should be
based on the following considerations:

(a) Relevant technical and economic factors and performance in use.
(b) The intended functions of the colours and their appropriateness in
terms of the different categories of hue, greyness and weight.

Small scale surface pattern or pronounced texture may prevent a direct
match with a colour in this standard. In this event, the relevant colours
would be reproduced in the derived standards with their identification
code together with a clear statement that they are larger colours only.
In the case of small scale surface pattern, the approximations to the
target colour shown are to be in terms of the composite or dominant
colour, not in terms of the individual colours making up the pattem.
Problems of precise control of colour in manufacturing processes
should be referred to in the derived standards.
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